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The greatest stories are often told without words, and the universal language 
of ballet speaks volumes. It’s a privilege to welcome you to Colorado Ballet’s 
65th season, where the stories from the page translate seamlessly to the stage, 
traversing 19th century Transylvania to glamorous 1920s New York City to 
enchanted woods and worlds beyond your imagination. 

We begin the season with a haunting fan favorite: in a thrilling fusion of drama, 
athleticism, and theatrical flair, Michael Pink’s Dracula is an electrifying start to 
a season of powerful storytelling. 

This season honors the expressive power of ballet—its ability to move, to awe, 
to inspire and to unite us through beauty, strength and artistry. From beloved 
timeless classics like The Nutcracker and the return of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream with fantastical new sets & costumes, our 2025/2026 season features 
a dynamic repertoire designed to captivate, connect and uplift. With 40 
professional dancers—our largest Company ever—we are poised to continue 
pushing artistic boundaries and expanding ballet’s reach across Colorado. 

Thank you for your enduring support. Welcome to our 65th season – let the 
dance begin. 

Enjoy the performance, 

It’s a pleasure to welcome you back for another unforgettable season. Colorado 
Ballet is honored to continue our tradition of presenting world-class ballet, and 
we’re more inspired than ever to share this extraordinary art form with you. 

The productions in this milestone season will take your breath away in the 
best way possible, beginning with Michael Pink’s Dracula, to innovative works 
like The Great Gatsby and the world premiere of a new creation by Yoshihisa 
Arai alongside The Rite of Spring as part of our annual repertory program, 
MasterWorks. 

Last season, our performances, outreach programs and educational initiatives 
reached more people than ever—from classrooms across Colorado to our home 
at the studios of the Armstrong Center for Dance, where students of all ages 
can discover the joy of movement at Colorado Ballet Academy. 

Whether you’re returning to the Ellie Caulkins Opera House or joining us 
for the first time, your support helps Colorado Ballet continue to thrive: 
subscriptions, ticket purchases, donations and event attendance propel every 
pirouette and pas de deux. Thank you for being a vital part of our community. 

With gratitude to our generous sponsors, donors and loyal patrons like you, 
cheers to a continued legacy of excellence at Colorado Ballet. 

Thank you, 

Gil Boggs
Artistic Director

Sameed Afghani
Executive Director

FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Front cover features 
Sarah Tryon &  
Mario Labrador by  
Rachel Neville.
Program design by
Christopher Hernandez.



Investing in Education recognizes and thanks
 Martin Erzinger for recently partnering with Investing in 
Education at University of Colorado Boulder to improve 

financial proficiency for the next generation.

Martin J. 

Erzinger 

Founding 

Member 

Sanctuary 
Wealth 

Advisors, 

LLC

1901 Wazee 
Street, Unit 
607 Denver, 
CO  80202
303-859-11

88

Martin J. Erzinger 
Founding Member 

Sanctuary Wealth Advisors, LLC
1901 Wazee Street, Unit 607  

Denver, CO  80202
303-859-1188

Also a proud supporter of the Central City Opera.



V I R T U O S O

EN C O R E

B R AVO

A M B A S S A D O R

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP  I  Graham & Stubbs Davis  I  Denver International Airport 
Denver Skin Doctors  I  Goldman Sachs  I  Mabel Y. Hughes Charitable Trust 

MidFirst Bank  I  Waters & O’Dorisio Robinson  I  Romano Foundation   
RNR Collectibles  I  Scarlett Family Foundation  I  Xcel Energy  

AVENIR  
ENDOWMENT FUND

Our programs are made possible through the support of our Institutional 
Giving Partners. Colorado Ballet is grateful to the following organizations 

for investing in our mission.

Thank you for bringing movement and performances to our communities! 
If you are interested in sponsoring Colorado Ballet, please visit coloradoballet.org/support-us.



PRESENTED BY

NOV. 29 – DEC.  28,  2025

SUPPORTED BY

LEAH MCFADDEN & KEVIN GAËL THOMAS BY RACHEL NEVILLE

Ellie Caulkins Opera House with live music by the Colorado Ballet Orchestra



Colorado Ballet is incredibly grateful to the following donors whose annual support  
is vital to our mission of artistic excellence and community engagement.

Donors in our major gift circles enjoy special access to the company and the artistic process.  
For more information, please contact the Advancement Team at advancement@coloradoballet.org.

Lisa Levin Appel
Susan and Steve Bailey

Natalia Ballinger and Michael Korenblat 
Patricia Bennett 

Melissa and Mark Bigarel 
Erika Enger 
Kaye Ferry

Susan Frawley
Emily and Alec Garnett

Nancy and Curt Hockemeier 
Melanie Kopperud and Brent Backes

Ravelle and Thomas Kundinger

Bernd and Ursel Albers (in memoriam)
David Andrews 

Anonymous
Liz and Bill Armstrong 

Holly Baroway and Erik Cederlund
Michelle Bouchagoura 

Heidi Burose and Ted Peacock 
Pam and Mike Copp
Ann and Ford Frick

Pam and Duke Hartman 
Denise and Scott Hasday
Anne and James Hillary 

Susan Hymers
Jane and Gordon Netzorg 

Ida Rastegar and Todd Becker
Cheri and Alan Rubin 

Nancy and Thomas Stevens
Bernee and Mark Strom 
Marie and Daniel Welch

List reflects total giving between August 1, 2024 and July 31, 2025

Cheryl Solich and John Kure
Carolyn Laband

Arika and Geoff Long
Michelle Moorman-Applegate and  

Rob Applegate 
Karen Norrod

Jillian Parker and Rich Kylberg 
Marilyn and Bill Plummer 
Jo and Richard Sanders 

David Scanavino
Lisa and Bill Snider

Marla and Richard Gentry
Paul Goodspeed

Merry and Steve Logan 
Paz Family Foundation (honoring Gwyneth Meyer)

Stephen Riedlinger and Ann Wise 
Romano Foundation 

Denise and James Sanderson
Jeanne and Dick Saunders
Rita and Brad Sonnenberg

PRIMA CIRCLE ($100,000+)
 Lynnette Morrison 

Victoria and Sam Phares
Mary Ellen and David Wright

BRAVURA CIRCLE ($50,000+)
Raydean Acevedo 

Sally Murray
Douglas Richards

ETOILE CIRCLE ($25,000+)

ENCORE CIRCLE ($15,000+)

PRINCIPAL CIRCLE ($10,000+)

THANK YOU MAJOR GIFT DONORS
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PURPOSE
There’s always room to grow,  
especially in a vibrant and  
empowering environment.

Rethink purpose at Clermont Park.

SENIOR LIVING

2479 S. Clermont St.   |   Denver, CO 80222   |   720.704.2131   |   clermontpark.org

A Neighborhood of
CHRISTIAN LIVING COMMUNITIES



JAN. 30 – FEB.  8,  2026

SUPPORTED BY

JENNIFER GRACE & LIAM HOGAN BY RACHEL NEVILLE

Ellie Caulkins Opera House with live music by the Colorado Ballet Orchestra

P R E S E N T E D B Y  M A R Y E L L E N & DAV I D W R I G H T 
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stmarys.academy
Educating Denver since 1864

Preschool-Grade 8 co-ed 
High School all-girls

PHOTO CREDIT: JAMIE KRAUS

SPOTLIGHT  
YOUR BUSINESS
Get your message in front  
of passionate arts lovers  
and local influencers at  

Colorado Ballet performances.

303.428.9529 
sales@pub-house.com
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Board Co-Chairs
Michelle Moorman-  
   Applegate
Geoff Long 
 
Executive 
Committee
Raydean Acevedo
Brent L. Backes
Holly Baroway, CFP
Alyson Graves
Duke Hartman
Curt Hockemeier
Elizabeth Katkin
Michael E.   
   Korenblat, Esq.
Rich Kylberg
Merry Logan
Christina Raya
Douglas Richards
Denise Sanderson

Bernee Strom
JoAnne Zboyan

Trustees 
Susan W. Bailey
Heather Beiser
Kaye Ferry 
Ann Frick 
Emily Garnett
Scott Hasday
Anne Hillary
Jane Netzorg
Victoria D. Phares
Cheri Rubin
Dick Saunders
Suzan Schlatter 
Brad Sonnenberg
Nancy Stevens

Emeritus Board
Lisa Levin Appel
Bill Armstrong 
Liz Armstrong
Mary Lou  
    Blackledge-Kortz
Christin Crampton Day
Sandy Elliott*
Henny Lasley
Joanne Posner-
   Mayer
David Ramsay
Jim Ruh
Lisa Snider

Lifetime Trustees
Raydean Acevedo
Duke Hartman
Dick Saunders

Arts & Venues 
Representative
Jody Grossman

Auxiliary Co-
Presidents
Kathleen Hartmann 
Hayley Servatius

Artistic Director
Gil Boggs

Executive Director
Sameed Afghani

*deceased

C O L O R A D O  B A L L E T  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

At Richards Carrington, our attorneys have an unyielding commitment 
to achieving results in the most high-stakes environments, much like the 
artists before you today. Our firm has represented clients in over 300 trials, 
helping individuals and entities win cases across a wide legal spectrum. 
 
With a number of artists among its own ranks, Richards Carrington has a 
deep passion and respect for the arts as a powerful tool of self-expression, 
cultural identity and preservation, and social commentary. We understand 
the need for art, and we cherish the way it enriches lives and communities. 
It is indeed “the way out of the wilderness.”  
 
As we proudly serve our hometown of Denver, we are proud to be the 
presenting sponsor of the Colorado Ballet’s Dracula. We are grateful for 
opportunity to sponsor this bone chilling, gothic drama to our community.  
We hope you enjoy the show! 
 
Richards Carrington



MARCH 6 – 15,  2026

SUPPORTED BY

JESSICA PAYNE, PATRICK MIHM, & KENNY ALLEN BY RACHEL NEVILLE

Ellie Caulkins Opera House with live music by the Colorado Ballet Orchestra



thurstonkb.com

Denver
303.399.4564

Aspen
970.925.8579

Crested Butte
970.349.5023

Steamboat Springs
970.879.9222

Jackson Hole
307.203.2626

Telluride
970.728.3359

Vail
970.949.5500

interior landscapes that delight the senses
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Founders 
Lillian Covillo and Freidann Parker

Artistic Director                Executive Director 
   Gil Boggs                      Sameed Afghani 

Ballet Masters 
Sandra Brown, Lorita Travaglia, Maria Mosina

Music Director and Principal Conductor 
Adam Flatt

Associate Conductor 
Catherine Sailer

THE COMPANY 

Principals 
Jennifer Grace, Mario Labrador, Leah McFadden,  

Christophor Moulton, Jessica Payne, Jonnathan Ramirez

Soloists 
Bryce Lee, Ariel McCarty, Patrick Mihm, Jeremy Studinski,  

Kevin Gaël Thomas, Sarah Tryon, Alexandra Wilson

Demi-Soloists 
Liam Hogan, Ever Larson, Christopher Mitchell,  

Mackenzie Dessens Studinski, Sara Thomas

Corps de Ballet 
Kenny Allen, Joshua Allenback, Catherine Aoki, Cato Berry,  

Lily Bines, Mylie Buck, Leopold Foster, Alexandra Gilliom, Sheridan Guerin,  
Catherine McGregor, Stefanee Montesantos, Santiago Paniagua,  

Sonata Ross, Tate Ryner, Lili Travaglia, Cruz Vining

Apprentices 
Lily Hagan, Alexander Holms, Chloe Kinzler,  

Wyatt Mier, Rheana Montesantos, Justin Pidgeon 

Studio Company 
Ryan Andrews, Noelle Burtschi, Emma Chen, Ella Gozdieski, Nicolas Halstead,  

Jordan Henry, Emmanuelle Hendrickson, Tiffany Hopkins, Lydia Jones, Madelyn Lehrman, 
Bailey Marie, Daelen Marott, Sarah Claire Martin, Poppy Martinez-Cox,  

Annalise Palmieri, Nura Parikh, Lydia Salazar, Natalie Taylor, Cobin Tonsmeire 

Colorado Ballet  I  1075 Santa Fe Drive, Denver, CO 80204  I  303-837-8888  I  COLORADOBALLET.ORG

Out of courtesy to the dancers, the taking of photographs of any nature is strictly prohibited during performances.
Please silence all cellular telephones and audible devices.

Colorado Ballet productions are made possible in part by funding from the citizens of the Scientific & Cultural Facilities District. The
Dancers of Colorado Ballet are represented by The American Guild of Musical Artists, AFL-CIO; the union that represents Artists in

the fields of opera, ballet, modern dance, and choral presentations.



DRACULA
E L L I E  C A U L K I N S  O P E R A  H O U S E

O C T O B E R  3 - 1 2 ,  2 0 2 5

Choreography Michael Pink  
Music Philip Feeney

Staged Lorita Travaglia and Maria Mosina
Sets and Costumes Lez Brotherston

Lighting Design David Grill 

World premiere Sept. 16, 1996, Bradford Alhambra, England

Original production directed by Christopher Gable and Michael Pink

SYNOPSIS

Act I, Prologue
Jonathan Harker’s mind is flooded with images of his terrifying experience in 
Transylvania…in his delirium his ravings have been dreadful – of wolves and 
poison and blood, of ghosts and demons…

Act I, Scene 1: The Woods Charing Cross Station, London 
Mina and Dr. Van Helsing accompany Harker to the station as he sets off on 
his journey to see Count Dracula in Transylvania, where he is to conduct the 
Count’s  purchase of properties in England. A mental patient, Renfield, being 
escorted through the station, causes a disturbing incident.

Act I, Scene 2: Transylvania 
Harker arrives in Transylvania, where he watches as villagers enact a violent 
ritual of sacrifice to protect their village from the dangers that threaten on All 
Souls Night. The ceremony is interrupted by a sinister figure, Count Dracula’s 
coachman. Despite the desperate appeal of a bereaved woman, Harker 
continues his journey to Dracula’s castle.

Act I, Scene 3: Count Dracula’s Castle 
The Count welcomes Harker into his home and, having made him comfortable, 
withdraws. Harker sinks into a reverie and is visited by three women who both 
fascinate and terrify him. His seduction is interrupted by an enraged Count 
Dracula who distracts the vampire women with a live blood offering. Count 
Dracula now begins his domination of the helpless Harker. As the climax of their 
union approaches, Harker’s scream of terror wakes him from his nightmare, and 
he finds himself in the sanatorium with his wife’s arms around him.

P R E S E N T E D  B Y



20 minute intermission 

Act II, Scene 1: Winter Garden at the Grand Hotel in Whitby 
At a Tea Dance in the Grand Hotel, Mina’s friend Lucy dances with her suitors, 
while unbeknownst to them, a Russian ship approaches with a sinister and 
dangerous cargo. Only Harker is sensitive to the impending danger. A violent storm 
interrupts the dance, breaking open the windows, and at the height of its fury, the 
figure of Count Dracula appears on the terrace. The hotel guests are unaware of 
his presence, but Lucy is  drawn to him. As the sound of the storm returns, Count 
Dracula disappears and Lucy is discovered dazed and almost unconscious.

Act II, Scene 2: The Sanatorium 
Lucy is taken to Dr. Van Helsing’s clinic, where her anxious fiancé and her friends 
visit her. As they leave for the night, Van Helsing, who has noticed the strange 
puncture marks on Lucy’s neck, takes the precaution of surrounding her with wild 
garlic. This does not prevent a second visit from Count Dracula. Later that night, 
Lucy’s body is discovered on the floor of her bedroom. The heartbroken men grieve 
over the loss of this beautiful young woman. As her fiancé places a crucifix on her 
lips, Lucy attacks him violently before escaping into the night. She has become 
Nosferatu, one of the undead. 
 
20 minute intermission

Act III, Scene 1: Mina’s Room 
Mina, alone in the sanatorium, thinks of the terrible danger that is hovering over 
them all. After the departure of the men she and Van Helsing are startled by the 
escaped mental patient, Renfield, who attacks Van Helsing and draws blood before 
being overpowered by the wardens. Concerned for Renfield’s suffering, Mina tries 
in vain to comfort and understand him. As she waits anxiously for the return of the 
men, she imagines with horror what her friend Lucy has become.  
 
The men fail in their attempt to find Count Dracula, but later that night, as Harker 
sleeps, the Count enters Mina’s room. Van Helsing discovers them as Count 
Dracula suckles Mina with his own lifeblood. Van Helsing has no power to prevent 
the Count from escaping and taking an unconscious Mina with him.  
 
Count Dracula has chosen to celebrate his union with Mina in the vault at Carfax 
Abbey. His heart-beat is the pulse that summons the Nosferatu to the ceremony. 
Renfield has become the sacrifice, and it is his blood that links the undead 
as they dance in adoration of their master. As the celebrants prepare for the 
consummation of the ritual, an explosion blasts through the crypt and daylight 
floods into the vault. Count Dracula can withstand the light but his power is 
diminished and his adversaries pursue him, finally driving a stake through his heart. 
The survivors are left to come to terms with their experience of this collaborative 
project that required an open mind, an open heart, a fantastical spirit and an 
unrestrained imagination.
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G UE S T  AR T I S T S  & D E S I GNE RS

Gregory K. Gonzales,  Guest Artist 
Gregory Gonzales graduated from the University of Northern Colorado with a 
degree in Sports Fitness/Kinesiology and Dance. He was a scholarship recipient 
and won the Best Dancer Award while there. Gregory was a Principal Dancer with 
the Colorado Ballet and Resident Choreographer and now works with the company 
as a Resident Guest Artist. He was adjudicated by the Society of American Fight 
Directors for stage combat and has choreographed fight scenes for ballet, theater, 
opera and film. Gregory is also a musician and has played guitar and bandoneon for 
the Natural Tango Orquesta Tipica. He is also a recipient of The Legends of Dance 
Award for 2019 from the Dance Archive University of Denver. Most of all, Gregory 
loves to perform and dance! 

David Gril l ,  L ighting Designer 
David Grill is a Drama Desk Nominee, fourteen-time Emmy Award Nominee and 
five-time Primetime Emmy Award winner. He also won a 2015 and 2016 Telly Award 
for his Lighting. Broadway Musical and Dance credits include Bob Fosse's Dancin', 
The American Dance Machine, works for the Milwaukee Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, 
Colorado Ballet, Ballet Met, Houston Ballet, Kansas City Ballet, Northern Ballet 
Theatre, Cincinnati Ballet, Royal Winnipeg Ballet and Numerous Choreographers. 
Mr. Grill is also responsible for lighting the Drew Barrymore Show, the New York 
Philharmonic, also provides Lighting Direction for the National Memorial Day and 
July 4th Concerts on PBS and for over 17 Super Bowl Half-time Shows. He has been 
featured in numerous publications and is an Associate Professor and Co-Chair of 
the Design/Technology Program at Purchase College, State University of New York.

Michael Pink, Choreographer
Michael Pink is the longest-serving artistic director in Milwaukee Ballet history. Since 
joining the organization in December 2002, he has collected many accolades and 
established an exciting artistic vision for the Company. Pink is known internationally 
for his theatrical productions including Dracula, Esmeralda, Swan Lake, Giselle, 
The Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, Romeo & Juliet, La Bohème, Don Quixote, Mirror 
Mirror, Dorian Gray, Beauty and the Beast, and The Nutcracker: Drosselmeyer’s 
Imaginarium which have been hailed as “Classical Ballet for the 21st Century.” His 
production of Peter Pan signified a major landmark in the Company’s history and 
was broadcast nationally by PBS in 2014. He opened the doors of Milwaukee Ballet’s 
new home in the Third Ward, the Baumgartner Center for Dance, in September 
2019 in conjunction with the organization’s 50th Anniversary Season, which he views 
as his lasting legacy with the organization. Pink trained as a classical dancer at The 
Royal Ballet School and danced with English National Ballet. He was the founding 
director of Ballet Central in London and the associate artistic director of Northern 
Ballet in England.

Phil ip Feeney, Composer 
The British composer and pianist Philip Feeney studied at Cambridge and the 
Accademia di Santa Cecilia in Rome. His compositions range from full-length 
orchestral ballet scores to electro-acoustic soundscapes, jazz and hip hop scores. 
For Northern Ballet in the UK he has provided eight full-length scores. With Michael 
Pink he has collaborated on full-length narrative ballets from Dracula (originally 
created for Northern Ballet) to those for Milwaukee Ballet: Peter Pan (2010), Mirror 
Mirror (2014), The Picture of Dorian Gray (2016) and Beauty and the Beast (2018). 
The Cellist, for the Royal Ballet in London, is the latest in a series of collaborations 
with Cathy Marston, following Jane Eyre and Victoria for Northern Ballet, together 
with The Suit for Ballet Black and Snowblind (San Francisco Ballet). For American 
Ballet Theatre he worked with Alexei Ratmansky on Of Love and Rage. 
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A R T I S T I C  S TAF F
Gil Boggs,  Ar tistic Director 
Gil Boggs began his dance career with the Atlanta Ballet. He joined American Ballet Theatre in 
New York in 1982 and was promoted to soloist dancer in 1984 and principal dancer in 1991. Boggs 
was a member of the company for 17 years. Boggs also performed with the Twyla Tharp Dance 
Company, Baryshnikov and Company, Nureyev and Friends, and made several guest appearances 
around the world. During his career with ABT, he was recognized as both an accomplished virtuoso 
and one of the company’s most popular performers. Boggs has worked with numerous noted 
choreographers, including Agnes de Mille, Sir Kenneth MacMillan, Paul Taylor, Mark Morris, Jerome 
Robbins and Merce Cunningham and has an extensive performance repertoire of both classical 
and contemporary works. Boggs accepted the position of Artistic Director with Colorado Ballet in 
the Spring of 2006. In Boggs’ tenure with Colorado Ballet, he has restaged full-length productions 
of Swan Lake, The Sleeping Beauty, Giselle, Don Quixote and Coppélia along with adding new full-
length productions of Romeo & Juliet, Cinderella, Peter Pan, Jekyll & Hyde, Lady of the Camellias, 
and Casanova. Boggs has also presented 19 world premieres including commissioning the full length 
Wizard of Oz, and 32 Colorado Ballet premieres by such renowned choreographers as Twyla Tharp, 
Lar Lubovitch, Anthony Tudor, Michael Pink, Val Caniparoli, Dwight Rhoden, and Amy Seiwart.

Lorita Travaglia,  Balle t Master 
Lorita Travaglia is originally from New Zealand and trained at the National School of Ballet and 
the Royal Ballet School in London. She began her professional career with the Berlin Ballet, where 
she danced for six years before moving to the United States. In the U.S., Lorita performed with 
Princeton Ballet, Boston Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, and International Ballet Rotaru, dancing solo and 
principal roles in a wide repertoire. Some of her favorite roles include Odette/Odile in Swan Lake, 
Swanhilda in Coppélia, Cinderella, Sugarplum Fairy in The Nutcracker, and Paquita. Returning 
to New Zealand in 1992, Lorita continued guest performances and worked with Company Z, a 
contemporary dance company. She began teaching in 1988 and studied the Vaganova method. 
As principal teacher of a professional training program in Auckland, she later founded a similar 
program in Fort Collins, Colorado. Lorita joined Colorado Ballet in 1999 as director of the 
Apprentice Program and company repetiteur, becoming ballet master in 2006. Her choreography 
for Colorado Ballet includes Equanimity, Aspects, Pictures at an Exhibition, Piazzolla, and The 
Angel of Buenos Aires. She also choreographed a full-length The Nutcracker for Canyon Concert 
Ballet. In addition to dance, Lorita graduated from the Colorado School of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine in 2000 and maintains a private practice in Denver. She is also an avid tango dancer and 
Creative Director of Parasol Arts.

Sandra Brown, Assistant to the Ar tistic Director/ Balle t Master 
Sandra Brown joined American Ballet Theatre in 1987 under Mikhail Baryshnikov’s directorship, 
performing with the company until 2003. She danced numerous full-length classical principal 
roles and earned acclaim for her leading contemporary work, including the world premiere 
of Desdemona in Lar Lubovitch’s Othello. Chosen by Baryshnikov to choreograph for ABT’s 
Choreographic Workshop, she also appeared in film productions of Romeo and Juliet, Le Corsaire, 
and the documentary Ballet, as well as the movies Center Stage and The Company. In 1994, she 
starred as Louise Bigelow in the Tony Award-winning Broadway revival of Carousel. After leaving 
ABT in 2003, Brown freelanced as a performer, teacher, and choreographer, including guest 
performances at the Vail International Dance Festival and work with the ABT Summer Intensive. 
In 2006, she joined her husband, Gil Boggs, at Colorado Ballet, where she has served as Ballet 
Master. At Colorado Ballet, Brown has helped stage full-length classics and contemporary 
works, including ballets by Lubovitch, Tharp, Rhoden, Tippet, and Liang. She has choreographed 
numerous original works, including The Last Beat (2014), created for Colorado Ballet to music by 
DeVotchKa, and has contributed extensively to the company’s productions and annual Bal de Ballet.

Maria Mosina,  Balle t Master 
Maria Mosina was born in Moscow and graduated from the Bolshoi Ballet Academy in Russia. Upon 
graduation, Maria joined the Bolshoi Ballet Grigorovich Company and immediately was chosen 
for principal roles. She toured the world appearing on all major European, American, African and 
Asian stages. In 1995, Maria was invited by Colorado Ballet to join as a leading principal dancer. 
She performed all major parts in classical productions and also had the chance to show her talent 
in neoclassical, modern and contemporary choreographed master pieces. Maria was a featured 
dancer on the cover of Dance Magazine and has been featured in other magazine articles. She 
holds a bachelor's degree in methodology and pedagogy from the Moscow State Academy of 
Choreography. She is also an active ballet instructor throughout the United States. She participated 
as a master teacher and judge for the Youth American Grand Prix. Maria performed leading roles 
in all major productions as a member of the Company, as well as a guest artist with many other 
festivals, galas, and companies. After 21 seasons as a principal dancer with Colorado Ballet, she 
retired at the end of the 2016/2017 season. She has now joined the artistic staff of the company.



A R T I S T I C  S TAF F

Catherine Sailer,  Associate Conductor 
Catherine Sailer, Director of Choral Studies at the University of Denver, conducts the Lamont 
Chorale, Lamont Women’s Chorus, and the Evans Choir. She is also Associate Conductor of the 
Colorado Ballet Orchestra. In 2005, she won the prestigious Robert Shaw Fellowship, awarded 
by Chorus America and supported by Warner Brothers and the National Endowment for the 
Arts. She also earned first place in the American Choral Directors Association Conducting 
Competition. Sailer has conducted ensembles including the Atlanta Symphony Chorus and 
Orchestra, Northeastern Pennsylvania Philharmonic, Santa Fe Symphony Orchestra, Beijing 
Symphony Orchestra, and the National Opera of China. She has been a conducting fellow with 
the Dale Warland Singers, Kansas City Chorale, Chicago Symphony Chorus, Carnegie Hall 
Workshop Chorus, and the Orchestra of St. Luke’s. Her collaborations include working with 
renowned singers William Warfield and Marilyn Horne, and conductors Leonard Slatkin, Victor 
Yampolsky, Marius Szmolij, Stephen Alltop, David Amram, Tan Dun, David Fanshawe, and Marin 
Alsop. She conducted at the National Conducting Institute with the National Symphony Orchestra 
and at the Oregon Bach Festival under Helmuth Rilling. Sailer earned her Doctor of Music with 
honors in conducting from Northwestern University, and her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in 
Piano Performance and Conducting from the University of Denver.

Adam Flatt ,  Music Director & Principal Conductor 
Adam Flatt has served as Music Director and Principal Conductor of Colorado Ballet since 
2007, conducting hundreds of performances in the Ellie Caulkins Opera House leading the 
acclaimed Colorado Ballet Orchestra. Well known to Colorado audiences, Adam also served as 
Associate Conductor of the Colorado Symphony Orchestra where he led over 250 concerts in 
a five-year tenure, as Music Director of the Denver Philharmonic, and as Music Director of the 
Denver Young Artists Orchestra for seven years, leading that orchestra at home in Denver and 
on international tours. In addition to his work at Colorado Ballet, Adam is Music Director of the 
Newport Symphony Orchestra on the Oregon coast, and the Tuscaloosa Symphony Orchestra. As 
a guest conductor he leads performances with symphony orchestras, ballet companies and opera 
companies all over the United States. He has served on the musical faculties of both the Rocky 
Ridge Music Center and Summerfest at the Curtis Institute of Music. Adam Flatt has his bachelor’s 
degree in music with honors from the University of California at Berkeley, and his master’s degree 
in conducting from the Indiana University School of Music. Adam Flatt and his family make their 
home in Denver.

C O LO R AD O  BAL L E T  OR C H E S TR A

1st Violin
Takanori Sugishita, 
Concertmaster
Stephanie Bork
Jackson Bailey
Chris Menter

2nd Violin
Margaret Soper-Gutierrez,  
Principal
Mary Evans
Robyn Sosa

Viola 
Stephanie Mientka, 
Principal 
Lora Stevens

Cello
Charles Lee, Principal
Jeff Watson
 

Bass
David Crowe, Principal

Flute
Elizabeth Sadilek-Labenski, 
Principal
 
Alto Flute
Elizabeth Sadilek-Labenski
 
Oboe
Lauren Blackerby, Principal 

Clarinet
Michelle Orman, Principal
April Johannesen, 2nd

Eb Clarinet
Michelle Orman

Bass Clarinet
April Johannesen

Bassoon
Kaori Uno-Jack, Principal

Horn
Matthew Scheffelman, 
Principal  
David Smalley, 2nd

Trumpet
John King, Principal
 
Trombone
Mark Bennett, Principal

Percussion
Peter Cooper, Principal
Dominic Grande

Timpani
Mark Foster, Principal

Harp 
John King, Principal

Piano 
Catherine Sailer, Principal

Harpschord 
Catherine Sailer

Synthesizer 
Zerek Dodson

Orchestra Personnel 
Manager & Librarian
April Johannesen

Adam Flatt, Music Director & Principal Conductor I Catherine Sailer, Associate Conductor

Colorado Ballet Orchestra members are represented by the Denver Musicians Association, Local 20-623 of the American Federation of musicians.
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Jennifer Grace (she/her) 
Principal 

Bozeman, Montana

Jonnathan Ramirez (he/him) 
Principal 

Cali, Colombia 

Jessica Payne (she/her) 
Principal 

San Clemente, California 

Mario Labrador (he/him) 
Principal 

Antioch, California 

Bryce Lee (he/him) 
Soloist 

Mission Viejo, California 

Patrick Mihm (he/him) 
Soloist 

Dubuque, Iowa 

Christophor Moulton (he/him) 

Principal 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Leah McFadden 
Principal  

Dowagiac, Michigan 

C O LO R AD O  BAL L E T  DANCERS

Ariel McCarty (she/her) 
Soloist  

Allen, Texas 

Kevin Gaël Thomas (he/him) 
Soloist  

Cannes, France 

Jeremy Studinski (he/him) 
Soloist 

Broomfield, Colorado 

The dancers and 
artistic staff of 
Colorado Ballet 
celebrate and 
gratefully acknowledge 
the generosity of 
Lynnette Morrison, 
Founding Sponsor of 
the Company's Dancer 
Wellness Program.



Christopher Mitchell (he/him) 
Demi-Soloist 

Denver, Colorado

Liam Hogan (he/him) 
Demi-Soloist 

Houston, Texas

Mackenzie Dessens Studinski 
(she/her)  

Demi-Soloist  
New Orleans, Louisiana

Ever Larson (she/her) 
Demi-Soloist 

Chicago, Illinois 

C O LO R AD O  BAL L E T  DANCERS

Sarah Tryon (she/her) 
Soloist  

Sudbury, Ontario, Canada

Alexandra Wilson (she/her) 
Soloist  

Highlands Ranch, Colorado

Sara Thomas (she/her) 
Demi-Soloist 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Joshua Allenback (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet 

Pueblo, Colorado 

Kenny Allen (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet 

Denver, Colorado 

Catherine Aoki (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 

Ogden, Utah 

Cato Berry (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet 

Seattle, Washington 

Lily Bines (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 

Dallas, Texas 

Mylie Buck (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 

Greeley, Colorado 

Catherine McGregor (she/her) 

Corps de Ballet 
Jacksonville, Florida 

C O LO R AD O  BAL LE T  DANCERS

Leopold Foster (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet 

Princeton Junction, New Jersey 

Alexandra Gilliom (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet  

Denver, Colorado 

Sheridan Guerin (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 
Cedar Hill, Texas 

Stefanee Montesantos (she/her) 

Corps de Ballet  
Hinsdale, Illinois 

Santiago Paniagua (he/him) 

Corps de Ballet 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Sonata Ross (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet  

Fort Collins, Colorado 

Tate Ryner (they/them) 
Corps de Ballet 

Littleton, Colorado

Lili Travaglia (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 

Denver, Colorado

Lily Hagan (she/her) 
Apprentice  

Wyckoff, New Jersey

Cruz Vining (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet  
Phoenix, Arizona 



Mylie Buck (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 

Greeley, Colorado 

Catherine McGregor (she/her) 

Corps de Ballet 
Jacksonville, Florida 

C O LO R AD O  BAL L E T  DANCERS

Leopold Foster (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet 

Princeton Junction, New Jersey 

Alexandra Gilliom (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet  

Denver, Colorado 

Sheridan Guerin (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 
Cedar Hill, Texas 

Stefanee Montesantos (she/her) 

Corps de Ballet  
Hinsdale, Illinois 

Santiago Paniagua (he/him) 

Corps de Ballet 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Sonata Ross (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet  

Fort Collins, Colorado 

Tate Ryner (they/them) 
Corps de Ballet 

Littleton, Colorado

Lili Travaglia (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 

Denver, Colorado

Lily Hagan (she/her) 
Apprentice  

Wyckoff, New Jersey

Cruz Vining (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet  
Phoenix, Arizona 



Wyatt Mier (he/him) 
Apprentice 

Tokyo, Japan

Alexander Holms (he/him) 
Apprentice  

Trunbull, Connecticut

Rheana Montesantos (she/her) 
Apprentice 

Hinsdale, Illinois

Chloe Kinzler (she/her) 
Apprentice 

Los Angeles, California

Justin Pidgeon (he/him) 
Apprentice 

Houston, Texas

C O LO R AD O  BAL L E T  DANCERS

F O L L OW  
C O L O R A D O B A L L E T  
O N S O C I A L M E D I A

facebook.com/colorado.ballet youtube.com/coloradoballet @colorado.ballet

In alphabetical order: Ryan Andrews, Noelle Burtschi, Emma Chen, Ella Gozdieski,  
Nicolas Halstead, Jordan Henry, Emmanuelle Hendrickson, Tiffany Hopkins, Lydia Jones,  

Madelyn Lehrman, Bailey Marie, Daelen Marott, Sarah Claire Martin, Poppy Martinez-Cox,  
Annalise Palmieri, Nura Parikh, Lydia Salazar, Natalie Taylor, Cobin Tonsmeire

S T U D I O  C O M PAN Y  DANCERS

Learn more about the talented  
Artists of Colorado Ballet
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OUR  SUP P OR T E RS

SOLOIST CIRCLE 
$5,000+
Jessica and Max Anderson 
Anonymous 
Jill and Christian Anschutz 
Marisa and James Aoki 
Tammi and Jeffrey Belden 
Mary Lou Blackledge-Kortz 
Allison and Matt Boone 
Holly and Davis Butler 
Virginia and Thomas Carr 
Ellie Caulkins 
Alan Cooper 
Dafri and Michael Estes 
Brian Field 
Beth and Josh Finke 
Faith Fisher and Jim Jaggers 
Paul and Laura Rizzo 
Alyson and Chris Graves 
Mary Mead Hammond and  
    David Hammond 
Jim Harvey 
Christopher Hayes and 
    Peter Sandrib 
Roger Hutson 
Roxanne and Jon Isenhart 
Diana and Michael Kinsey 
Leslie McCarty 
Barb and David McGrath 
Sharleen Nakaoka-Aoki 
Harold Nelson 
Theresa and Norman Parker 
Craig Ponzio 
Cynthia and Alexander Read 
Louise and Flip Rouse 
Suzan and Gary Schlatter 
Andrew Schneider and 
Joseph Schuster 
Cari and Mark Spiecker 
Susan and Stephen Struna 
Janet Tobin 
Julie Van Camp 
Tania Zeigler and Kenneth Ho   
PAS DE DEUX CIRCLE 
$2,500+
Kiley Baker and Reed Hatch 
Virginia Barrow 
Hillary and Adam Biskner 
Sharon Black 
Gil Boggs and Sandra Brown 
Jennifer and Mark Bolton 
Kathy and Jay Bourland 
Jacquelin Medina and 
    Joseph Bronesky 
Aimee and Dan Caplis 
Leah Capritta 
Molly and David Coors 
Stefanie and Steven Davies 
Barbara de Jong 
Zelda DeBoyes, Ph.D. 
Kevin Ellson 
Pam and Barry Gatz 
Barb and Ned Grauel 
Sally Haas 

Kathleen and Jeff Hartmann 
Noel and Terry Hefty 
Janet Hehn 
Mollie and Erik Helen 
Meg Heller 
Dianne and Douglas Herzberg 
Trina and Dan Jablonsky 
Gail and Stuart Kassan 
Betsy and Brett Leonhardt 
Sarah Liao 
Joanne Posner-Mayer 
Carolyn Mears 
Ann Obrzut 
Diane and Tom O'Connor 
Daniel K. Paulien 
Bonnie Perkins 
Jacqueline and  
    Snahel Prajapati 
Samantha and  
    Brandon Richardson 
Marcia Romero 
Megan and Marc Scremin 
Hayley and  
    Matthew Servatius 
Douglas Stout 
S.G. and David Jacklin Tegart 
Jack Trigg 
Kellyn and Jacob Van Laere 
Heather and Daniel Wilkinson 
Wendy Williams and  
    Noel Kullavanijaya 
Marilyn Hodges Wilmerding
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING 
$2,500+
Cisco 
UC Health 
United Health Care 
VF Corporation
PATRON CIRCLE 
$1,500+
Dana Addis 
Julie Anderson 
Anonymous 
Yoshio Aoki 
Jean and Hugh Armstrong 
Natalia Baer 
Helena Bagdasarova 
Ashley and Ryan Balakas 
Abby and Bob Batting 
Jennifer Bean 
Monica Owens Beauprez 
    and John R. Beauprez 
Lauren Beaver 
Lauren and David Benson 
Kathryn and David Birnbaum 
Mark Bliss 
Elizabeth Bradley 
Sara Brinton 
Monica and Gabriel Jordan 
Claudia Brown 
David Brunel and 
    Stacey Steers 
Ghislaine Torres-Bruner 
    and Marc Bruner 

Lisa and Stan Bush 
Bruce and Kathy Butterfield 
Georgina and Iain Campbell 
Martha and Rich Caschette 
Mimi and Kevin Castelo 
Roger Celius 
Michelle and  
    Matthew Chiodini 
Marika and Dean  
    Christopher Family 
Melissa and Adam Clark 
Holly Clark 
Pamela Clark 
Christina Clayton 
Kathleen Clifton 
Heidi and Duke Cooley 
Meredith and Peter Coors 
Allie Coppeak 
Stephanie and Brian Cramer 
Christin Crampton Day 
Elizabeth Nicholas Crofoot 
Carolyn Daniels 
Danielle and Adam Deflorian 
Dr. Pete and Lindsey Deol 
Joy and Christopher Dinsdale 
Ray Dissinger and 
    Colleen O'Dwyer 
The Dixon Family 
Lynn Bolinske Dolven 
Jennifer and  
    Michael Dorough 
Stephanie and Aaron Doutt 
Kelsey and Zach Dworkis 
Margaret and 
    Peter Dzwilewski 
Nicole Eberle and  
    Matthew Huebner 
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Edgar 
Dorothea Ann Ellerby 
Dr. Scott Elmer & Mrs. Susie 
Ohle Elmer 
Jessica and Ian Elston 
Stacey Farnum and  
    Joseph Lynott 
Anastasia and  
    Christopher Fett 
Sarah Kalin 
Elizabeth Fischer and  
    Don Elliot 
Amy and Max Fletcher 
Ryan and Melissa Forsey 
Nicole and Eric Frank 
Virginia and Robert Fuller 
Melissa and Mark Garland 
Paige and Ryan Gates 
Kristy and Jamie Genuario 
Kathryn Giarratano 
Kara and Will Gresslin 
Patricia Gumieniak 
Bridget Haith 
Alexis and Tom Hart 
Steven A. Hauff 
Helen and Matthew Hayes 
Allison Herman 

Sandi Hewins 
Constance Higgins 
Patrick Hill and  
    Stefanie Walker 
Hayley Hiner 
Meralee and Michael Hoffelt 
Marisa Hollingsworth 
Jenny and Paul Murray 
Katie Johnson and  
    Cary Weinstein 
Lori and Daren Johnson 
Elizabeth Katkin-Waryn  
    and Rich Waryn 
Lisa and Shebon Kelin 
Carla and Richard Kem 
Michelle Kent and  
    Ryan Godsil 
Shalyn Kettering 
Carol King 
Amanda and  
    Alexander Kinsey 
Sorenna Kirkegaard and  
    Mason Rickard 
Peter Koclanes and  
    Jeanne Coleman 
Janet Kossman 
Kristy LaGuardia 
Logan and Stefan Lauterbach 
Lindsey and Pete Leavell 
Victoria Levine 
Isaac Lodico 
Gina and Jim Lorenzen 
Elspeth MacHattie 
Diana Mackie 
Kelley and Scott Manley 
Laura Martinez 
Jessie and Nicholas Massey 
Jennifer and Daniel Mauk 
Ann McCloskey 
Laura McCormick and Cong Lu 
David McDivitt 
Janalee and Morris McDonald 
Pat and James McElhinney 
The McGrath/Perkins Family 
Sandy McKeown 
Margaret Jurado and  
    V.W. McKnab 
Maria Mendelsberg 
Virginia Messick 
Ali and Josh Metzl 
Meredith and Val Milshtein 
Suzanne Gallie and  
    Mark Mitchell 
Sarah and Michael Mohapp 
Tuan and Hmong Nguyen 
Dana and Ben Nightingale 
Jenny and Doug Nikaido 
Jamie Olson 
Rebecca Orcutt 
Sue Pawlik 
Alexis and Leo Payne 
Mary and Dan Peterson 
Rachel and Cason Pierce 
Susie and Cleveland Piggott

List reflects total giving between August 1, 2024 and July 31, 2025 (includes 12 months of giving)
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David and Jeannine Pittaway 
Nicole and Justin Pless 
Chaun and Erin Powell 
Chris and Laura Powell 
Dave Ramsey 
Andrea Jia Yin Rettig and 
    Joseph William Traylor 
Karen Ritz 
Katie and Steve Roberts 
Frederick and  
    Kristin Robinson 
Caroline and Alex Rodawig 
Brittany and Jonathan Rogers 
Jackie Rotole 
Cheryl and Dan Ryan 
Ruth Schoening 
Maren Scoggins 
Mieke and Charles Scripps 
Page and Scott Sepic 
Silvia and Adam Sexton 
Kellie and Andy Shopneck 
Ann Stailey 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin F.  
    Stapleton IV 
Vicki Sterling 
Elizabeth Swanson 
Sean and Melanie Tafaro 
Meredith Richards and  
    Jason Tagler 
Maureen Tarrant 
Michelle Lee Terry 
Meagan Thibodeaux 
Meagan and Kenneth Thomas 
Sarah Treadway 
The Troia Family 
Debbi and Bill Tryon 
Tiffany Tuell, Ed and  
    Marilyn Getsch 
Jill and Tim Wayne 
Jessie and Eric Weisenstein 
Kristin and Nolan Wessell 
Megan and Matt Whelan 
Katherine and  
    Michael Whitcomb 
Debra and Stephen Whitman
Patricia and Mark Wilkins 
Mark Williams and  
    Morgan Steele 
Dr. Anya and Mr. Philip A.  
    Winslow, Jr. 
Dawn and David Wolf 
Jane Wong and Ted Ko 
Margaret Woodhull and  
    David Hildebrand 
John Wren 
Daniel and Jennifer Zank 
JoAnne Zboyan 
SPOTLIGHT FRIEND 
$750+
Horacio Carias 
Mercedes Degiorgis 
Barb and Stu Fonda 
Jessie Friedman 

Amanda and Steve Gash 
Jeanne Hill-Jurik 
Gretchen and Charles Lobitz 
Kevin McLane and  
    Michael Ragsdale 
Tina and Byron McNew 
Carolyn and John Moorman 
Erica Oakley-Courage 
Joe Pettit 
Andrea and John Schumacher
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING 
$750+
Bank of America  
Columbia Group LLLP 
Oracle 
Suncor  
SUSTAINING FRIEND 
$500+
Anonymous 
Gary and Gail Armstrong 
Marcia and Rick Ashton 
Nikki and Dustin Bashford 
Ashley and Morgan Blanco 
Martha Brassel 
Geraldine Brimmer and 
    Wayne Thomas 
Kara and Daniel Brown 
Janice Carroll 
Leslie Castanuela Barnes 
Stephen Clear 
Joann Cole 
Sara and Jeff Colodny 
Pamela Cruz 
Allison and Bruce Dodge 
Joyce Dulin 
Cory Dunnick 
Michael Eaton 
Heidi Elliot 
Cathy Foster 
Edward Gardner 
Rebecca Givens 
Ronald Gloekler 
Eileen and Dennis Griffin 
Carol and Frederick Grover 
Chris Hattori 
Vicki and David Hattori 
Mary Heuwinkel 
Nancy Howell 
The Kispert Family 
Mamie Ling 
Regina Randall 
Margaretha Maloney and 
Robert Palaich 
Tatiana Mironova 
Michael Morgan 
Ruth and Larry Nesbit 
Jennifer and Jim Paton 
Olga and Leo Payne 
Jonathan and Lee Proc 
Cathy Richards 
Sarah Richards 
Lauren Roszkowski 
Sarah Ryals 

Kathryn and Timothy Ryan 
Lynne Sirpolaidis 
Will Staffhorst 
Dr. Carol A. Stamm 
Judith Steinberg 
Margaret Stookesberry 
The Strain Family 
Debbi and Jim Strong 
Sam Syed 
Lisa Taylor 
Jeff Thomas 
Kay and Thomas Toomey 
Alberta Utech 
Klasina Vanderwerf 
Wald and Weiser Fund 
DeeDee Williams 
Margot Yeager 
Linda Young
CONTRIBUTING FRIEND 
$250+
Melissa Adams 
Christina Alexander 
Edward Alexander and  
    Daniel Nikitin 
Roxane and Bruce Anderson 
Anonymous 
Kay Ash 
Leah and Ryan Ashley 
Lori Bassett 
Andrea Beesley 
Susan Bishop and  
    John Strombeck 
Michael Breed and  
    Cheryl Ristig 
Stephen Broadbent 
Katy and Brian Brown 
Diane Brown 
Janet Bruchmann 
Shan Burchenal 
Diane Butler 
Carol and Alan Caniglia 
Preston Cecil 
Sandra Christiansen 
Heather Ciszczon 
Jamie Clements 
Ethel K. Clow 
Susan Cobb 
Nicholas Cole 
Inhye and Alan Como 
Anne and Jason Coughlin 
Sidney Covington 
Benjamin Cowhick 
Karen and James Crossman 
Meredith and Miles Dake 
Mary De la Rosa 
Claudia Deasy 
Ray and Lisa Decker 
Brian Dipert 
Mojdeh and Paul Drobnitch 
Renee Estelle 
Joan and John Feek 
Amy and Scott Fetter 
Frank Fransioli 
Corwin Frey 

Fran and Craig Gander 
Kathy and Channing Gibson 
Anne Griffith, Ph.D. 
Karen Gutierrez 
Kelly Hagan 
Jennifer and Alex Hardie 
Zackery Hawkins 
Paula and Jim Henry 
Karen Hirko 
Wendy Hodges 
Linda J. Hofschire 
Cici Holbrook 
Ian Hoyman 
Maggie and Andrew Jarrett 
Maria Jennett 
Dr. Susan Rae Jensen and  
    Mr. Tom A Trainer 
Sharon Kirts 
Kimberly and Michael Kolesar 
Kathryn Kueny 
Randy Lazzell 
Judi Levine 
Trent Lieber 
Michael Mallett 
Cynthia Mancinelli 
Kay Maune and David Elmore 
Susan Mays 
Katherine McCabe 
Linda McKinney 
Jill McMahon 
Mickey Michel 
Steve Mitchell 
Anna-Lisa Munson 
Laura and Brian Murray 
Lillian Narumi 
Judie and Ron Neel 
Ray O'Loughlin and  
    James Henderson 
Katie and John Parkinson 
Janet Pasterkamp 
Bruce Patterson 
Mary Pellettier 
Rachel Perez 
Brian Perry 
Carl Peters 
Karen Peters 
Bruce Rengers 
Carolyn and John Riedlin 
Ethan Robinson 
Sarah and Kevin Sandberg 
Nasiba Sarkorova 
Teriko Shimotori 
Whitney Smith 
Toni and Andrew Smolen 
Jeffrey Stevens 
Stephanie and Arthur 
Strasburger 
Karen Sumner 
Valerie Taron 
Soslan Tedtoev 
Lisa Toner 
Abby Trevethan 
Susie Van Scoyk

List reflects total giving between August 1, 2024 and July 31, 2025 (includes 12 months of giving)

*Deceased
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OUR  SUP P OR T E RS

C O L O R A D O  B A L L E T  L E GAC Y  S OC I E T Y

We encourage you to explore the many ways to build your lasting legacy for dance. To learn more 
about joining the Legacy Society, contact Joe Pettit, Senior Director of Development, at 303-339-1629 
or joe.pettit@coloradoballet.org, visit coloradoballet.org/planned-giving or scan the QR code above.

List reflects total giving between August 1, 2024 and July 31, 2025 (includes 12 months of giving)

Joining the Legacy Society through an estate gift commitment  
is an easy and affordable way to maximize your support!

Colorado Ballet is deeply grateful to the donors who have chosen to include our 
organization in their estate plans. Their inspiring gifts help shape the future of 
dance in Colorado and beyond! In recognition of such thoughtful commitments, 
we have formed the Colorado Ballet Legacy Society.
 
Including Colorado Ballet in your estate doesn’t need to be complicated or 
limiting. You continue to control your assets in your lifetime, and you can adjust 
your commitment if your situation changes. Best of all, you receive these special 
member benefits:

· Invitations to attend Premier Society Reception & Rehearsal events
· Name listed in production programs
· Invitation to attend a Season Preview panel
· Invitations to pre-performance talks
· Invitations to attend Opening Night receptions
· Invitation to the annual family party
· Exclusive Legacy Society Lunch with Artistic Staff

Scan to  
Learn More

Erica Van Voast 
Grant Waldie 
Midge and Bill Wallace 
Barbara Walton 
Hanna Warren 
David Wikoff 
Emily Wilkinson 
Bernard Williams 
Lois K Williams 
Odie Wilson 
Susan Wood Day 
Christine Yeager 
Erika and Andy Zane
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING
250+
ArtistiCO  
El Pomar Foundation 
Halvorson-Freese 21st Century 
Medtronic   

Colorado Ballet is grateful to 
our donors at all levels.  While 
we cannot acknowledge every 
gift in the program book, each 
gift makes a difference and 
furthers our mission of artistic 
excellence and service to our 
community.  
 
If you would like to update your 
donor listing, please contact 
advancement@coloradoballet.org 

LEGACY SOCIETY 

We gratefully acknowledge the 
generous individuals who have 
included Colorado Ballet in 
their estate plans.  

David L Andrews  
Anonymous  
Dale Thomas Colclasure 
Barbara H de Jong 
Susan Elliot 
Dafri and Michael Estes 
Helen and William Gleason 
Sarah T. Hodge 
Denise and Scott Hasday 
Phil Wong and Greg Robl 
 

REALIZED BEQUESTS 

Colorado Ballet received the 
following bequests over the 
past 12-months. We are grateful 
to play a part in the legacies of 
our donors.

Michael A. Bena Family Trust 
Christine L. Honnen  
    Revocable Trust
Estate of Sandy Elliot

*Deceased
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Colorado Ballet’s Premier Society honors donors who make annual gifts of $1,500 or more in support of our 
artistic and educational mission. Premier Society donors enjoy enhanced benefits including special opportunities 
to interact with artistic staff and gain behind the scenes glimpses into our productions and programs. 

PATRON CIRCLE ($1 ,500+)
Members enjoy an exclusive reception and dress rehearsal viewing  during opening 

week of each production, their names listed in production programs, and more!

PAS DE DEUX CIRCLE ($2 ,500+)
Members enjoy a reception with artistic staff and dancers  

on the opening night of each production, and more!

SOLOIST CIRCLE ($5,000+) 

PRINCIPAL CIRCLE ($10,000+)

ENCORE CIRCLE ($15,000+)

ADDITIONAL OPP ORTUNITIES

Top photo by Amanda Tipton, Bottom photo by Andrew Fassbender

ETOILE CIRCLE ($25,000+)

BRAVURA CIRCLE ($50,000+)

PRIMA CIRCLE ($100,000+)

Questions? Please contact Advancement Team at advancement@coloradoballet.org.

Join the Premier Society today by visiting coloradoballet.org/premier-society





coloradoballet .org/male-ballet-training

Offering focused training for male dancers in a  
supportive learning environment with specialized  

technique and conditioning.

Photo by Andrew Fassbender

EXPLORE THE CURRICULUM

MALE BALLET TRAINING
DE V E LOP AT HL E T IC I SM , C AMA R ADE RIE & DI S C IPL INE

COLORADO BALLET ACADEMY

ABOUT
CARLOS

Carlos Molina,  
Director of Male Ballet Training



with Colorado Ballet Academy Pre-Professional Division!

Photo by Andrew Fassbender

EXPLORE OUR PROGRAM
COLORADOBALLET.ORG/PRE-PROFESSIONAL-DIVISION

• Professional ballet career training with esteemed faculty

• High student success rate —select PPD students have first priority for  

Colorado Ballet Studio Company contracts

• Multiple performance opportunities with Academy and Colorado Ballet

Open to ages 13-20  I  Acceptance by Audition

ELEVATE YOUR  
DANCE CAREER



Colorado Ballet presents one performance per year in a relaxed 
environment with sensory friendly adaptations to provide an inclusive 
space for people with intellectual or developmental disabilities, ASD, 
SPD, and other sensory sensitives or disabilities.

Colorado Ballet staff, dancers, ushers, and volunteers receive specific 
training from our partner organizations to provide the best adapted 
experience possible and to learn more about how we can support our 
audience at this performance. As always, we’re committed to making 
the performance a welcoming, inclusive, and memorable experience 
for all of our patrons.

Photo by Amanda Tipton

Everyone Belongs  
at the Theater

LEARN MORE & PURCHASE  
TICKETS HERE

Sensory-friendly. Community-friendly.

We’d LOVE to see you there



APRIL 10 – 19,  2026

SUPPORTED BY

JEREMY STUDINSKI BY RACHEL NEVILLE

Ellie Caulkins Opera House with live music by the Colorado Ballet Orchestra

S P O N S O R E D B Y  D E N V E R B A L L E T G U I L D

B A L A N C H I N E  I   A R A I  I   T E T L E Y  
B AC H  I   R AC HM A N I N O F F  I   S T R AV I N S K Y 

F E AT URING  T HE R I T E O F S P R I N G
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Tim Burton’s The Nightmare 
Before Christmas 

OCT 31-NOV 1

Mozart Violin Concerto  
No. 4 with Paul Huang

NOV 7-9

            A Holiday Evening with  
Ingrid Michaelson

NOV 30

Celtic Woman:  
White Christmas  
Symphony Tour

DEC 4COLORADOSYMPHONY.ORG    

VIEW ALL 
EVENTS

Cantata Insight Series
BWV 17
October 19th, 2025 | 6:00 p.m.

BWV 9
November 9th, 2025 | 6:00 p.m.

BWV 49
January 9th, 2026 | 6:00 p.m.
January 10th, 2026 | 6:00 p.m.

BWV 18
March 29th, 2026 | 6:00 p.m.

BWV 56
April 19th, 2026 | 6:00 p.m.

2025 2026

Season
Announcement
Masterworks

Messiah
December 12th, 2025 | 7:00 p.m.
December 13th, 2025 | 7:00 p.m.
December 14th, 2025 | 2:30 p.m.

St. John Passion
February 27th, 2026 | 7:30 p.m.
February 28th, 2026 | 7:30 p.m.
March 1st, 2026 | 1:30 p.m.

Young Artist 
Competition

May 16th, 2026

Reserve your 
tickets today!

coloradobach.org

James Kim, Artistic Director
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All performances will be at
7:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted

DANCE SERIES

ALSO THIS SEASON

303.871.7720
newmancenterpresents.com

NEWMAN 
CENTER 

PRESENTS
2025-2026
SEASON

Scan for tickets

Ballet Hispánico
Saturday
10.11.2025

Hung Dance: Birdy
Wednesday
11.19.2025

MOMIX: Alice

Saturday, 3.21.2026 
Sunday, 3.22.2026

Ephrat Asherie Dance with
Arturo O’Farrill: Shadow Cities
Thursday
2.19.2026

CJRO
C O L O R A D O  J A Z Z
REPERTORY ORCHESTRA

No matter where you are 
 in the metro, we bring  
the music to you!
coloradojazz.org
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Be on the forefront of arts and culture: join Friends of Colorado Ballet as a 
member with an annual contribution of $100-999. As a thank you, receive 
special offers and benefits to enhance your ballet-going experience.

CONTRIBUTING FRIEND ($250+)
SUSTAINING FRIEND ($500+)
SPOTLIGHT FRIEND ($750+)

PHOTO BY JAMIE KRAUS

ADDITIONAL OPP ORTUNITIES
JOIN OR RENEW

D O N AT E . C OLOR A DOBAL LE T.ORG /FRIENDS

SUPP ORTING  
FRIEND ($100+)

Enjoy Pre-
Performance talks  

with Artistic 
Leadership

nourish your 
next Colorado 
adventure 

breakfast - lunch - snacks - coffee 

1600 Pearl St in Boulder

8am-4pm daily

CAFE

 how the 
ballet stars 
 stay fueled!

free Skratch

   hydration 

     on tap

checkus out

The Chiropractor for
COLORADO BALLET

303.504.4800
www.shapirochiro.com

SE Denver:
2121 S. Oneida St.
Suite 420
Denver, CO 80224

NW Denver:
4099 Field Dr. 
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

If we can help them, 
imagine what we 

can do for you.

massage + orthotics also available
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• �Immediate Need or  
Pre-plan Services 

• �Available 24/7 
Statewide

• On-Site Crematory
• Serving All Faiths
• Veteran’s Benefits
• Save by Pre-planning

     LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED MORTUARYA
303.837.8712 
monarchsociety.com 
1534 N. Pearl Street 
Denver CO 80203

“In the end, the love you take is equal  
to the love you make.” – Paul McCartney



Artistic Director
Gil Boggs

Executive Director
Sameed Afghani
 
ACADEMY 
Academy Director  
Erica Fischbach

Director of Male Ballet 
Training 
Carlos Molina

Academy Principal  
Bernadette Torres

Pre-Professional Division 
Principal  
Erica Cornejo

Children’s Division 
Principal  
Erika Sandre

Academy Operations 
Manager 
Julie Anderson 

Academy Administrator
Lindsay Falter

Director of Summer 
Programs
Sean Omandam

Academy Wardrobe 
Manager 
Jennifer Aiken
 
ADVANCEMENT 
Chief Advancement 
Officer  
Candice Jones

Senior Director of  
Development
Joe Pettit

Assistant Director of  
Institutional Giving
Marlene Viloria

Development Services  
Manager
Sophia Koop

Manager of Events and 
Annual Giving
Andy Telesco

ARTISTIC 
Assistant to the Artistic 
Director/Ballet Master 
Sandra Brown 

Ballet Masters
Lorita Travaglia 
Maria Mosina

Music Director & Principal 
Conductor
Adam Flatt 

Associate Conductor
Catherine Sailer

Company Pianist 
Natalia Arefieva

EDUCATION &  
COMMUNITY  
ENGAGEMENT
Director of Education & 
Community Engagement  
Emily Herrin

Associate Director of 
Education & Community 
Engagement 
Cassie Wilson

Education & Community 
Engagement Coordinator
Katherine Reller

Senior Teaching Artist  
Krista Brown

Education & Community 
Engagement Assistant
Lex Pruisner

ADMINISTRATION
Director of Accounting
Janina Falik 

Senior Database  
Administrator 
Michelle Herring

HR Generalist 
Stephanie Kautz

Staff Accountant 
Katrina Pulice

Administrative Assistant 
Madeline Garcia

Boutique Manager 
Edie Bell

Academy Business 
Coordinator 
Eve Gordon

MARKETING  & 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Senior Director of 
Marketing
Liza Lorenz

Visual Designer
Christopher Hernandez

Videographer/
Photographer
Andrew Fassbender

Communications Manager
Rosalie Baseman

Company Photographers 
Rachel Neville 
Amanda Tipton  

Company Videographer 
David Andrews

PATRON SERVICES   
Patron Experience &  
Sales Manager  
Savannah Reeves
Patron Services 
Representative 
Autumn Hart 

PRODUCTION
General Manager 
Kristina Sablatura  

Director of Production
James Whitehill

Company Manager
Julia Sattler

Production Stage 
Manager
Victoria Frank

Assistant Stage Manager
Caden Pazo

Production Assistant
Richard Sauer

Facilities & Production  
Associate 
Paul Hatfield

Wardrobe & Shoe 
Manager & Costume 
Designer
Shirin Lankarani 

Wardrobe Assistant  
Katherine Scoggins

Dressers   
Devon Webb
Joe Tompkins
Melissa Kaiser 
Avalon Walker
Amanda Walsh
Veva Heilmann

Makeup
Christina Tracey

Wigs
Lisa Pedraza 
Loren Martin

Head Carpenter 
Mike “Bos” Boswell

Assistant Carpenter/
Flyman
Jared Cook

Head Electrician  
Rita Richardson

Assistant Electrician 
Ashley Burns 

Head Property Master 
Nate Oldham

Orchestra Personnel 
Manager/ Librarian
April Johannesen

DANCER WELLNESS
Director of Dancer Health 
& Wellness, Lead PT 
Mieke Braun Scripps MPT, 
DPT

Assistant Physical 
Therapists 
Sarah Graham, MSPT
Melissa Strzelinski, MPT, 
PhD

Lead Orthopedic Physician 
Joshua Metzl, MD

Assistant Orthopedic 
Physician 
James Genuario, MD, MS

Counseling & Sport 
Pyschologist
Natasha Trujillo, PhD

Pilates 
Amy Anderson

Strength & Conditioning
Boko Suzuki

Massage Therapist 
Anne Denton, LMT

Acupuncturist 
Lorita Travaglia, L.Ac, Dipl. 
CHM

Chiropractor
Dr. David S. Shapiro

Visit coloradoballet.org  
to see all teaching staff

STAFF DIRECTORY

Publisher 
Angie Flachman Johnson 

Production Manager
Stacey Krull

Vice President, Sales
Scott Kaplan

President Emeritus
Wilbur E. Flachman

Colorado Ballet Publication is produced for Colorado Ballet by the Publishing House, Westminster, CO.  
For advertising information, please call 303.428.9529 or email sales@pub-house.com, coloradoartspubs.com



Craft a Legacy as
Enduring as Ballet

Attending the ballet is more than just a 
performance; it’s a treasured memory shared with 
loved ones. Nurture your family’s deepest joys and 
passions for generations to come.
Here’s how: We help families achieve the fi nancial 
security to live out their dreams and support the people
and causes they cherish. 
Start a conversation about your desired legacy today.
6295 Greenwood Plaza Blvd.
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

1155 Canyon Blvd., Suite 310
Boulder, CO 80302

800.999.2190
amgnational.com

Member FDIC
Non-deposit

investment products:
Not FDIC insured, No 

bank guarantee, 
May lose valueSince 1975, AMG has partnered with discerning individuals and families, 

o� ering tailored, integrated and comprehensive wealth management.



Help 
Save

SOME OF THE MOST MAJESTIC CREATURES ON EARTH!

WildAnimalSanctuary.org

ne Largest Carnivore Sanctuary In
ne World, Designed And Built Like 

No Other In Existence


