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ESTD 1973

ANTIQUARIAN BOOKSELLERS AND KNOWLEDGE DEALERS
Since 1973, the Hermitage Bookshop has been your home for buying and selling high quality used books. 

From everyday readers to collectors of the rare and antiquarian, we have books for every budget.

hermitagebooks.com



Dear Friends, 

Thank you for joining us for Don Quixote, one of the most entertaining 
ballets in the classical canon. Based on Miguel de Cervantes’ beloved 
story, Don Quixote returns to our stage for the first time since 2019. 

What makes this ballet such a thrill to present is its extraordinary 
balance of high-energy comedy, rich storytelling, and incredible 
choreography. The character development gives our dancers the 
opportunity to bring vivid personalities to life, while the Spanish-
inspired dancing challenges them with dazzling displays of technique, 
athleticism, and artistry. 

Originally choreographed by Marius Petipa, the father of classical 
ballet, Don Quixote marks his first collaboration with the composer 
Ludwig Minkus. Their partnership would go on to produce some of the 
most celebrated works in ballet history. In Don Quixote, Petipa’s deep 
appreciation of Spanish dance and culture, paired with Minkus’ vibrant 
score, creates a work that remains one of the most adored ballets in 
the classical repertoire. 

Dear Friends, 

As we welcome you to Don Quixote and the start of Colorado Ballet’s 
66th season, I want to thank you for being part of our community. Last 
season was the highest-attended season in our history, a milestone made 
possible by our audiences, donors, volunteers, and patrons. We look 
forward to continuing our extraordinary growth this season with more 
performances, expanded sensory-friendly programming, and a larger 
company of professional dancers, allowing us to reach and inspire even 
more people through the power of dance. Your support allows us to bring 
beloved classics like Don Quixote to the stage. 

At every performance, Don Quixote comes to life through the dynamic 
partnership of our dancers and the Colorado Ballet Orchestra, 
performing Ludwig Minkus’ vibrant score live. One of ballet’s most 
influential composers, Minkus created music that captures the spirit of 
Spain. Drawing inspiration from Spanish dance traditions such as the 
seguidilla and fandango, the score is filled with energetic rhythms and 
memorable melodies. 

Thank you for joining us for this spectacular celebration of music and 
dance. Your presence and support make performances like this possible. 

Gil Boggs
Artistic Director

Sameed Afghani
Executive Director

FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Front cover Leah McFadden 
and Liam Hogan  
by Rachel Neville.
Program design by
Christopher Hernandez.

Publisher 
Angie Flachman Johnson 

Production Manager
Stacey Krull

Vice President, Sales
Scott Kaplan

President Emeritus
Wilbur E. Flachman

Colorado Ballet Publication is produced for Colorado Ballet by the Publishing House, Westminster, CO.  
For advertising information, please call 303.428.9529 or email sales@pub-house.com, coloradoartspubs.com
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BASED ON THE BELOVED CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS BY MO WILLEMS

OCT 23 – DEC 20 
Randy Weeks Conservatory Theatre

This play was commissioned by the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts and was first produced at the Kennedy Center during the 2019-2020 season. 

DON’T LET THE PIGEON DRIVE THE BUS is presented through special arrangement 
with Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials  

are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com  

GET TICKETS

Joy-filled classes for children, teens & adults, 
from beginners to experienced performers!

2026/27

PLAN AHEAD! Additional adult winter 
specialty classes on sale Nov 3

REGISTER 
TODAY
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COMPLEXIONS  
Contemporary Ballet: 

LOVE ROCKS
Raw athleticism and technical 
brilliance collide in Love Rocks, 
set to the electric anthems  
of Lenny Kravitz.

OCTOBER 20
STARTING AT $35



VIRTUOSO

ENCORE

BRAVO

AMBASSADOR

Anonymous  I  Romano Foundation

AVENIR  
ENDOWMENT FUND

Our programs are made possible through the support of our Institutional 
Giving Partners. Colorado Ballet is grateful to the following organizations 

for investing in our mission.

Thank you for bringing movement and performances to our communities! 
If you are interested in sponsoring Colorado Ballet, please visit coloradoballet.org/support-us.



Presented by

NOV. 28 - DEC. 27,  2026

SUPPORTED BY

Mackenzie Dessens Studinski & Christopher Mitchell by Rachel Neville

Ellie Caulkins Opera House with live music performed by the Colorado Ballet Orchestra



Colorado Ballet is incredibly grateful to the following donors whose annual support  
is vital to our mission of artistic excellence and community engagement.

Donors in our major gift circles enjoy special access to the company and the artistic process.  
For more information, please contact the Advancement Team at advancement@coloradoballet.org.

Sarah and Gary Anderson 
David L. Andrews 
Anonymous 
Marisa and James Aoki 
Lisa Levin Appel 
Annabel Bowlen and Charles Mains 
Anne and Jason Coughlin 
Erika Enger 
Kaye Ferry 
Brian Field 
Emily and Alec Garnett 
Mark Geall 
Sharon Black and Ken Gitlin 
Jim Harvey
Deborah Hayes 
Constance Higgins 
Nancy and Curt Hockemeier
Mallory and Tim Hoffman

Anonymous
Natalia Ballinger and Michael Korenblat
Melissa and Mark Bigarel 
Heidi Burose and Ted Peacock*
Marla and Richard Gentry 
Alyson and Chris Graves

Bernd and Ursel Albers (in memoriam)
Jill and Christian Anschutz
Liz and Bill Armstrong
Holly Baroway and Erik Cederlund
Pam and Mike Copp
Ann and Ford Frick
Pam and Duke Hartman 
Denise and Scott Hasday

Anne and James Hillary 
Jane and Gordon Netzorg
Stephen Riedlinger and Ann Wise
Dr. Christine Rodgers M.D.
Cheri and Alan Rubin
Suzan and Gary Schlatter 
Nancy and Thomas Stevens
Bernee and Mark Strom 
Marie and Daniel Welch

List reflects total giving between August 1, 2025 to July 31, 2026 

Auna Jornayvaz and Jack DeGrave
Elizabeth Katkin-Waryn and Rich Waryn 
Melanie Kopperud and Brent Backes 
Ravelle and Thomas Kundinger 
Arika and Geoff Long 
Gina and Jim Lorenzen 
Michelle Moorman-Applegate and  
Rob Applegate 
Jillian Parker and Rich Kylberg 
Theresa and Norman Parker 
Marilyn and Bill Plummer 
Jeanne Portmann Saunders 
Douglas Richards 
Denise and James Sanderson 
Andrew Schneider and Joseph Schuster 
Michelle Sie Whitten 
Cari and Mark Spiecker 
Tania Zeigler and Kenneth Ho

Christopher Hayes and Peter Sandrib
Cheryl Solich and John Kure
Merry and Steve Logan 
Paz Family Foundation (honoring Gwyneth Meyer)
Rita and Brad Sonnenberg

Prima Circle ($100,000+)
Sally Cooper Murray  
Lynnette Morrison 
Victoria and Sam Phares
Mary Ellen and David Wright

Bravura Circle ($50,000+)
Raydean Acevedo
Anonymous
Barbara de Jong
Susan Hymers Evans and Bert Evans
Ida Rastegar and Todd Becker
Suzan and David Schanin

Etoile Circle ($25,000+)

Encore Circle ($15,000+)

Principal Circle ($10,000+)

THANK YOU MAJOR GIFT DONORS

*Deceased
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CommonSpirit Health Mountain Region does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
disability, age, sex, religion, creed, ancestry, sexual orientation, and marital status in admission, treatment, or participation 
in its programs, services and activities, or in employment. For further information about this policy contact CommonSpirit 
Health Mountain Region Office of the General Counsel at 1-303-643-1000 (TTY: 711). Copyright © CommonSpirit Health 
Mountain Region, 2026. ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. 
Llame al 1-303-643-1000 (TTY: 711). CHÚ Ý: Nếu bạn nói Tiếng Việt, có các dịch vụ hỗ trợ ngôn ngữ miễn phí dành cho bạn. 
Gọi số 1-303-643-1000 (TTY: 711).

At CommonSpirit Health, we’re evolving health care. 
By treating people – not just patients – with innovations 
that amplify healing and lead to more personalized care. 
All guided by the belief we all hold the power to heal.

Learn more at mountain.commonspirit.org.

Treatments that fight hard.
Care that feels gentle.
Humankindness® lives here



JAN . 29 - FEB . 7,  2027

SUPPORTED BY

Ariel McCarty & Patrick Mihm by Rachel Neville

Ellie Caulkins Opera House with live music performed by the Colorado Ballet Orchestra

Presented by 
MARY ELLEN & DAVID WRIGHT
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Home of the Colorado Ballet Archives

1993 Production of Don Quixote, photo by Terry Shapiro

thedancearchive.org
@dancearchivedu

NOV. 19, 2026 Lindsay Lou Presents: Bluegrass Women

DEC. 17, 2026 Christmas Dreaming with Stella Cole

JAN. 30, 2027 Rhiannon Giddens

FEB. 7, 2027 123 Andrés

FEB. 12 & 13, 2027 Kodo One Earth Tour 2027: Luminance

FEB. 17, 2027 Matthew Whitaker

MAR. 5 & 6, 2027 Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra  
with Wynton Marsalis

MAR. 11 & 12, 2027 Ballet Folklórico de México 
de Amalia Hernández

APR. 4, 2027 Lightwire Theater:  
The Adventures of Tortoise and Hare

APR. 30, 2027 An Evening with Kelli O’Hara

MAY 9, 2027 Gravity & Other Myths: Ten Thousand Hours 

Compagnie 
Hervé Koubi: 
Sol Invictus
SATURDAY | FEB. 27, 2027
SUNDAY | FEB. 28, 2027

Visit newmancenterpresents.com or call 303.871.7720 for more information

NEWMAN
CENTER
PRESENTS 2026-2027 SEASON

John Scofield’s 
“Electrospective”
featuring Oteil Burbridge,  
Larry Goldings & Adam Deitch

SATURDAY | NOV. 7, 2026

Paul Taylor  
Dance Company
SATURDAY | OCT. 17, 2026
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Kenny Allen by Rachel Neville

GROUPS 
SAVE  
BIG

GROUPS OF 10+ SAVE 20% OR MORE 

ON SELECT PERFORMANCES

COLORADOBALLET.ORG/GROUP-TICKETS

Board Co-Chairs
Geoff Long  
Holly Baroway, CFP 
 
Executive 
Committee
Raydean Acevedo
Brent L. Backes 
Susan W. Bailey 
Ann Frick
Duke Hartman
J. Curt Hockemeier
Elizabeth Katkin
Michael E.   
   Korenblat, Esq.
Rich Kylberg
Merry Logan 
Michelle Moorman-  
   Applegate 
Denise Sanderson
Bernee Strom
JoAnne Zboyan

Trustees 
Sharon Black 
Anne Coughlin 
Kim Eilber 
Kaye Ferry 
Emily Garnett 
Alyson Graves 
Christopher Hayes
Anne Hillary 
Agatha Kessler
Jane Netzorg
Jeanne Portmann  
   Saunders
Christina Raya
Douglas Richards
Cheri Rubin
Suzan Schlatter 
Brad M. Sonnenberg 
Cari Spiecker
Nancy Stevens

Emeritus Board
Lisa Levin Appel
Bill Armstrong 
Liz Armstrong
Mary Lou  
    Blackledge-Kortz
Christin Crampton Day
Henny Lasley
Joanne Posner-
   Mayer
David Ramsay
Jim Ruh
Lisa Snider

Lifetime Trustees
Raydean Acevedo
Duke Hartman
Dick Saunders*

 

Arts & Venues 
Representative
Jody Grossman

Auxiliary Co-
Presidents
Katie Roberts 
Brittany Rogers

Artistic Director
Gil Boggs

Executive Director
Sameed Afghani

*deceased

COLORADO BALLET  BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Follow Colorado Ballet: facebook.com/colorado.ballet youtube.com/coloradoballet @colorado.ballet



MARCH 5 - 1 4 ,  2027

SUPPORTED BY

Jessica Payne by Rachel Neville

Ellie Caulkins Opera House with live music performed by the Colorado Ballet Orchestra
Storylines and visual elements from the MGM Motion Picture THE WIZARD OF OZ are provided by Warner Bros. Theatre Ventures.



thurstonkb.com

Denver
303.399.4564

Aspen
970.925.8579

Crested Butte
970.349.5023

Steamboat Springs
970.879.9222

Jackson Hole
307.203.2626

Telluride
970.728.3359

Vail
970.949.5500

interior landscapes that delight the senses
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Founders 
Lillian Covillo and Freidann Parker

Artistic Director                Executive Director 
   Gil Boggs                      Sameed Afghani 

Rehearsal Directors 
Sandra Brown, Lorita Travaglia, Maria Mosina

Music Director and Principal Conductor 
Adam Flatt

Associate Conductor 
Catherine Sailer

THE COMPANY 

Principals 
Jennifer Grace, Mario Labrador, Leah McFadden,  

Christophor Moulton, Jessica Payne, Jonnathan Ramirez

Soloists 
Liam Hogan, Bryce Lee, Ariel McCarty, Patrick Mihm, Jeremy Studinski,  

Mackenzie Dessens Studinski, Kevin Gaël Thomas, Sarah Tryon, Alexandra Wilson

Demi-Soloists 
Kenny Allen, Ever Larson, Catherine McGregor,  

Christopher Mitchell, Sara Thomas

Corps de Ballet 
Joshua Allenback, Catherine Aoki, Cato Berry, Lily Bines,  

Leopold Foster, Sheridan Guerin, Lily Hagan, Chloe Kinzler, Wyatt Mier,  
Stefanee Montesantos, Santiago Paniagua, Emelia Perkins,  

Justin Pidgeon, Nani Ross, Tate Ryner, Lili Travaglia, Cruz Vining

Apprentices 
Alexander Holms, Tiffany Hopkins, Bailey Marie,    

Rheana Montesantos, Natalie Taylor, Cobin Tonsmeire

Studio Company 
Makena Barnes, Kaelyn Biskner, Mischa Charov, Caleb Chew, Daniel Clepper, Valerie Grivalsky, 
Nicolas Halstead, Evelyn Hrbuy, Horus Hudgins, Nili Kepets, Madelyn Lehrman, Daelen Marott,  

Lila Page, Annalise Palmieri, Juliana Petrie, Lydia Salazar, Johanna Wu    

Colorado Ballet  I  1075 Santa Fe Drive, Denver, CO 80204  I  303-837-8888  I  COLORADOBALLET.ORG

Out of courtesy to the dancers, the taking of photographs of any nature is strictly prohibited during performances.
Please silence all cellular telephones and audible devices.

Colorado Ballet productions are made possible in part by funding from the citizens of the Scientific & Cultural Facilities District. The
Dancers of Colorado Ballet are represented by The American Guild of Musical Artists, AFL-CIO; the union that represents Artists in

the fields of opera, ballet, modern dance, and choral presentations.
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DON QUIXOTE
Ellie Caulkins Opera House

October 2-11, 2026

Choreography Marius Petipa  
Music Ludwig Minkus

Sets and Costumes Santo Loquasto
Lighting Design Todd Elmer 

Libretto by Marius Petipa, based on episodes  
from Miguel de Cervantes’ Don Quixote

Staged by Gil Boggs, Sandra Brown, Lorita Travaglia, and Maria Mosina
Premiered December 26, 1869, at Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow, Russia 

Production courtesy of American Ballet Theatre

SYNOPSIS

Prologue
Driven by the vision of Dulcinea, Don Quixote begins his adventures with his 
trusty squire, Sancho Panza, in tow. 

Act I: Sevilla 
A marketplace in Seville. Kitri, Lorenzo’s daughter, is in love with Basilio. 
Much to her chagrin, she learns of her father’s plans to marry her to 
Gamache, a foppish nobleman. Don Quixote and Sancho Panza enter the 
village, causing great commotion. Noticing Kitri, Don Quixote wonders if he 
has, at last, found his Dulcinea, the woman of his dreams. At the height of 
merriment, Kitri and Basilio, aided by their friends, Espada and Mercedes, 
sneak off followed by Don Quixote and Sancho Panza. Gamache and Lorenzo 
attempt to pursue the young couple.

Act II, Scene 1: Romani Camp 
Don Quixote and Sancho Panza discover the fleeing couple in a lively Romani 
camp. All are inspired by the romance of the night. As the vision of Dulcinea 
appears to him, Don Quixote realizes Kitri is not his “ideal,” but indeed 
belongs with Basilio. Suddenly the wind gains momentum. Don Quixote 
foolishly attacks a windmill, believing it to be a giant threatening Dulcinea’s 
safety. Failing miserably, he collapses into a deep sleep. 

Act II, Scene 2: The Dream 
Don Quixote has an enchanted dream of beautiful maidens in which the 
image of Kitri symbolizes his Dulcinea.

Presented in memory of Frank & Roselyn Hopkins
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20-minute intermission 

Act II, Scene 3: Sunrise 
Awoken from his dream by Sancho Panza, Don Quixote is sympathetic to the 
plight of the young lovers. Don Quixote attempts to lead Lorenzo and Gamache 
astray in their search for the young lovers.

Act II, Scene 4: A Tavern 
Kitri enters with Basilio and they join in the dancing. Lorenzo and Gamache 
enter looking for Kitri. Basilio draws a knife and pretends to stab himself. Kitri 
implores Lorenzo, her father, to unite her with Basilio as his dying last wish, 
but Lorenzo refuses. Don Quixote appears with Sancho Panza and challenges 
Lorenzo for refusing a man’s dying wish. Lorenzo then agrees to unite Basilio and 
Kitri. At this moment Basilio returns to life, admitting he was only playing a joke. 
Triumphantly, Kitri leaves to prepare for marriage while Don Quixote and Basilio 
salute Lorenzo and Gamache for stoically accepting the inevitable. 
 
15-minute intermission

Act III: The Wedding 
The village celebrates the marriage. Don Quixote congratulates the couple, bids 
them a warm farewell, and resumes his everlasting adventures.

Don Quixote  Visual Storybook

To help you learn the story, our visual storybook pairs photos with key plot points. 

Cour tesy of our Education & Community Engagement team.
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GUEST ARTISTS & DESIGNERS

Santo Loquasto, Se t & Costumes Designer
International designer for theatre, film, dance, and opera.  He has worked with 
most major international dance companies and has collaborated with Mark Morris, 
Jerome Robbins, Agnes de Mille, Glen Tetley, John Cranko, Helgi Tomasson, 
Kenneth MacMillan, James Kudelka, Mikhail Baryshnikov, Twyla Tharp, and Paul 
Taylor. For his work on Broadway, he has received four Tony Awards and 24 
nominations. Among his 80 Broadway productions: The Cherry Orchard, Cafe 
Crown, American Buffalo, Grand Hotel, Ragtime, Fences, Shuffle Along, Hello, 
Dolly! with Bette Midler, The Music Man with Hugh Jackman, and GYPSY with 
Audra McDonald. Santo received the Merritt Award for Excellence in Design 
and Collaboration in 2002, was inducted into the Theatre Hall of Fame in 2004, 
received the Pennsylvania Governor’s Award for the Arts in 2006, the Robert 
L.B. Tobin Award for Lifetime Achievement in 2007, and USITT Distinguished 
Achievement Award in Scenic Design and Technology in 2017.  

Carlos Molina, Guest Ar tist  
Carlos Molina was born in Cali, Colombia. He started his studies at the age of 10 at 
the Instituto Colombiano de Ballet Clasico “Incolballet” in Cali, where he obtained 
his Certificate as a Professional Dancer after 8 years of training. He also trained at 
the Houston Ballet Academy in Texas for one year. In 1992, Carlos joined The Ballet 
de Cali Company in Cali-Colombia, where he danced as part of the Corp de Ballet. 
In 1994, he joined the the Hartford Ballet in Connecticut as a Principal Dancer 
and danced with the company for 4 years. Carlos is the Winner of the first Igor 
Youskevitch Award given at the New York International Ballet Competition in 1996. 
During the 1997-1998 season, while still with the Hartford Ballet, Carlos also danced 
with American Ballet Theatre in NY. In 1998, he joined American Ballet Theatre full 
time where he was promoted to soloist in 2001. In ABT, performed numerous soloist 
and principal roles. In 2004, Carlos joined the Boston Ballet as a principal dancer, 
where he danced for 6 years. After that Mr. Molina danced as freelance principal 
dancer for many years.
Gregor y K .  Gonzales,  Guest Ar tist 
Gregory Gonzales graduated from the University of Northern Colorado with a 
degree in Sports Fitness/Kinesiology and Dance. He was a scholarship recipient 
and won the Best Dancer Award while there. Gregory was a Principal Dancer with 
the Colorado Ballet and Resident Choreographer and now works with the company 
as a Resident Guest Artist. He was adjudicated by the Society of American Fight 
Directors for stage combat and has choreographed fight scenes for ballet, theater, 
opera, and film. Gregory is also a musician and has played guitar and bandoneon for 
the Natural Tango Orquesta Tipica. He is also a recipient of The Legends of Dance 
Award for 2019 from the Dance Archive University of Denver. Most of all, Gregory 
loves to perform and dance! 
Todd Elmer,  Lighting Design
Mr. Elmer joined Colorado Ballet in 2008, bringing extensive experience in lighting 
design for theatre, opera, dance and ballet.  From 1984-94 he toured nationally 
and internationally while based in New York. His roles included Lighting Director 
for American Ballet Theatre, Baryshnikov’s White Oak Dance Project and Wes 
Chapman’s American Ballet; Production Stage Manager for three Festival on Ice 
U.S. tours; and Lighting Supervisor for ABT II. He has worked in 35 US states and 12 
foreign countries. He lived in New Mexico for over thirty years where his long-term 
clients included Aspen Santa Fe Ballet, the Wheelwright Museum of the American 
Indian, and the New Mexico School for the Arts.  He began his ballet career in 1982 
lighting the School of American Ballet annual performances at Lincoln Center. A 
collaboration that lasted 37 years. Other companies he has worked with include 
Louisville Ballet, Oregon Ballet Theatre, Santa Fe Opera and Yale Repertory Theatre.   
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ARTISTIC  STAFF
Gil Boggs,  Ar tistic Director 
Gil Boggs began his dance career with the Atlanta Ballet. He joined American Ballet Theatre in 
New York in 1982 and was promoted to soloist dancer in 1984 and principal dancer in 1991. Boggs 
was a member of the company for 17 years. Boggs also performed with the Twyla Tharp Dance 
Company, Baryshnikov and Company, Nureyev and Friends, and made several guest appearances 
around the world. During his career with ABT, he was recognized as both an accomplished virtuoso 
and one of the company’s most popular performers. Boggs has worked with numerous noted 
choreographers, including Agnes de Mille, Sir Kenneth MacMillan, Paul Taylor, Mark Morris, Jerome 
Robbins, and Merce Cunningham and has an extensive performance repertoire of both classical 
and contemporary works. Boggs accepted the position of Artistic Director with Colorado Ballet in 
the Spring of 2006. In Boggs’ tenure with Colorado Ballet, he has restaged full-length productions 
of Swan Lake, The Sleeping Beauty, Giselle, Don Quixote and Coppélia along with adding new full-
length productions of Romeo & Juliet, Cinderella, Peter Pan, Jekyll & Hyde, Lady of the Camellias, 
and Casanova. Boggs has also presented 19 world premieres including commissioning the full-length 
Wizard of Oz, and 32 Colorado Ballet premieres by such renowned choreographers as Twyla Tharp, 
Lar Lubovitch, Anthony Tudor, Michael Pink, Val Caniparoli, Dwight Rhoden, and Amy Seiwert.

Lorita Travaglia,  Rehearsal Director 
Lorita Travaglia is originally from New Zealand and trained at the National School of Ballet and 
the Royal Ballet School in London. She began her professional career with the Berlin Ballet, where 
she danced for six years before moving to the United States. In the U.S., Lorita performed with 
Princeton Ballet, Boston Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, and International Ballet Rotaru, dancing solo and 
principal roles in a wide repertoire. Some of her favorite roles include Odette/Odile in Swan Lake, 
Swanhilda in Coppélia, Cinderella, Sugar Plum Fairy in The Nutcracker, and Paquita. Returning 
to New Zealand in 1992, Lorita continued guest performances and worked with Company Z, a 
contemporary dance company. She began teaching in 1988 and studied the Vaganova method. 
As principal teacher of a professional training program in Auckland, she later founded a similar 
program in Fort Collins, Colorado. Lorita joined Colorado Ballet in 1999 as director of the 
Apprentice Program and company repetiteur, becoming ballet master in 2006. Her choreography 
for Colorado Ballet includes Equanimity, Aspects, Pictures at an Exhibition, Piazzolla, and The 
Angel of Buenos Aires. She also choreographed a full-length The Nutcracker for Canyon Concert 
Ballet. In addition to dance, Lorita graduated from the Colorado School of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine in 2000 and maintains a private practice in Denver. She is also an avid tango dancer and 
Creative Director of Parasol Arts.

Sandra Brown, Assistant to the Ar tistic Director/ Rehearsal Director 
Sandra Brown joined American Ballet Theatre in 1987 under Mikhail Baryshnikov’s directorship, 
performing with the company until 2003. She danced numerous full-length classical principal 
roles and earned acclaim for her leading contemporary work, including the world premiere 
of Desdemona in Lar Lubovitch’s Othello. Chosen by Baryshnikov to choreograph for ABT’s 
Choreographic Workshop, she also appeared in film productions of Romeo and Juliet, Le Corsaire, 
and the documentary Ballet, as well as the movies Center Stage and The Company. In 1994, she 
starred as Louise Bigelow in the Tony Award-winning Broadway revival of Carousel. After leaving 
ABT in 2003, Brown freelanced as a performer, teacher, and choreographer, including guest 
performances at the Vail International Dance Festival and work with the ABT Summer Intensive. In 
2006, she joined her husband, Gil Boggs, at Colorado Ballet, where she has served as Rehearsal 
Director. At Colorado Ballet, Brown has helped stage full-length classics and contemporary 
works, including ballets by Lubovitch, Tharp, Rhoden, Tippet, and Liang. She has choreographed 
numerous original works, including The Last Beat (2014), created for Colorado Ballet to music by 
DeVotchKa, and has contributed extensively to the company’s productions and annual Bal de Ballet.

Maria Mosina,  Rehearsal Director 
Maria Mosina was born in Moscow and graduated from the Bolshoi Ballet Academy in Russia. Upon 
graduation, Maria joined the Bolshoi Ballet Grigorovich Company and immediately was chosen 
for principal roles. She toured the world appearing on all major European, American, African, and 
Asian stages. In 1995, Maria was invited by Colorado Ballet to join as a leading principal dancer. 
She performed all major parts in classical productions and also had the chance to show her talent 
in neoclassical, modern and contemporary choreographed masterpieces. Maria was a featured 
dancer on the cover of Dance Magazine and has been featured in other magazine articles. She 
holds a bachelor's degree in methodology and pedagogy from the Moscow State Academy of 
Choreography. She is also an active ballet instructor throughout the United States. She participated 
as a master teacher and judge for the Youth American Grand Prix. Maria performed leading roles 
in all major productions as a member of the Company, as well as a guest artist with many other 
festivals, galas, and companies. After 21 seasons as a principal dancer with Colorado Ballet, she 
retired at the end of the 2016/2017 season. She has now joined the artistic staff of the company.



ARTISTIC  STAFF

Catherine Sailer,  Associate Conductor 
Skillfully navigating between orchestral and choral ensembles, Catherine Sailer serves 
as Associate Conductor of the Colorado Ballet Orchestra, Director of Choral Studies 
at the University of Denver Lamont School of Music, Conductor of The Evans Choir, 
and Music Director of the Littleton Symphony Orchestra.  Other conducting credits 
as conductor or chorus director include the New York Philharmonic, Philadelphia 
Orchestra, Dallas Symphony Orchestra, Aspen Music Festival Orchestra, Northeastern 
Pennsylvania Philharmonic, Central City Opera, Cheyenne Symphony Orchestra, Santa 
Fe Symphony, Elmhurst Symphony, Milwaukee Symphony, Colorado Symphony, Cabrillo 
New Music Orchestra, Oregon Bach Festival Orchestra, National Symphony Orchestra and 
internationally with the Shanghai International Choral League, Beijing Symphony, Lunds 
Volksensemble (Sweden), Madrigal Vocale (Brazil), Rhineland Pfalz International Choir 
(Germany), and Vox Anima Choir and Orchestra (England). She has conducted choral 
orchestral masterwork festivals in Rome, Vienna, Prague, London, Curitiba, Shanghai, and 
New York’s Carnegie and David Geffen Halls.

Gyöngi Petheo 
The Colorado Ballet Orchestra mourns the death of our colleague and dear friend 
Gyongyver Petheo on May 28. Gyöngi played violin in Colorado Ballet productions for almost 
three decades. She was a fine musician with a great love of our productions and a deep 
commitment to the company’s excellence. She brought an uncommonly loving, nurturing, 
and amiable spirit with her into our orchestra pit and was more than our colleague: she was 
our friend. Our thoughts and best wishes are with Gyöngi’s son David Ormai and all of her 
loved ones. —Adam Flatt

Adam Flatt ,  Music Director & Principal Conductor 
Adam Flatt has served as Music Director and Principal Conductor of Colorado Ballet since 
2007, conducting hundreds of performances in the Ellie Caulkins Opera House leading 
the acclaimed Colorado Ballet Orchestra. Well known to Colorado audiences, Adam also 
served as Associate Conductor of the Colorado Symphony Orchestra where he led over 
250 concerts in a five-year tenure, as Music Director of the Denver Philharmonic, and as 
Music Director of the Denver Young Artists Orchestra for seven years, leading that orchestra 
at home in Denver and on international tours. In addition to his work at Colorado Ballet, 
Adam is Music Director of the Newport Symphony Orchestra on the Oregon coast, and 
the Tuscaloosa Symphony Orchestra. As a guest conductor he leads performances with 
symphony orchestras, ballet companies and opera companies all over the United States. 
Adam Flatt has his bachelor’s degree in music with honors from the University of California at 
Berkeley, and his master’s degree in conducting from the Indiana University School of Music.

COLORADO BALLET  ORCHESTRA

1st Violin
Evgeny Zvonnikov, 
Concertmaster 
Jackson Bailey 
Mary Evans 
Chris Menter 
Zachary Ragent 
Tori Woodrow 
Leena Waite 
Chris Leonard 
 
2nd Violin
Ryan Jacobsen, Principal
Stephanie Bork 
Heejung Kim 
Isaac Kay 
Michelle Davis 
Regan Kane  
 
Viola 
Aniel Caban, Principal 
Kostadin Dyulgerski 
Brightin Schlumpf 
Lora Stevens

Cello
Elle Wells, Principal
Erin Patterson 
Sara Fierer 
Adam Riggs  

Bass
David Crowe, Principal 
Yu-chen Yang
Jason Thompson

Flute
Paul Nagem, Principal 
Elizabeth Sadilek-Labenski
Olga Shilaeva

Piccolo
Olga Shilaeva 
 
Oboe 
Ian Wisekal, Principal 
Max Soto

English Horn
Max Soto
 
Clarinet
Michelle Orman, Principal 
April Johannesen

Bassoon
Kaori Uno-Jack, Principal
Brian Jack

Horn
Matthew Scheffelman, 
Principal 
David Smalley 
Lauren Varley
Sarah Ford
 
Trumpet
John King, Principal
Michael Brotherton

Cornet
Derek McDonald, Principal 
Noah Lambert

Trombone
Mark Bennett, Principal
Robert Olds

Bass Trombone
Andy Wolfe

Tuba
Adam Snider, Principal 
 
Percussion
Dominic Grande, Principal
Carl Dixon 
Nena Lorenz
 
Timpani 
Peter Cooper, Principal

Harp
Lily Primus, Principal

Orchestra Personnel 
Manager & Librarian
April Johannesen

Colorado Ballet Orchestra members are represented by the Denver Musicians Association, Local 20-623 of the American Federation of musicians.
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Jennifer Grace (she/her) 
Principal 

Bozeman, Montana

Jonnathan Ramirez (he/him) 
Principal 

Cali, Colombia 

Jessica Payne 
Principal 

San Clemente, California 

Mario Labrador (he/him) 
Principal 

Antioch, California 

Bryce Lee (he/him) 
Soloist 

Mission Viejo, California 

Christophor Moulton (he/him) 

Principal 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Leah McFadden 
Principal  

Dowagiac, Michigan 

COLORADO BALLET  DANCERS

Ariel McCarty (she/her) 
Soloist  

Allen, Texas 

Jeremy Studinski (he/him) 
Soloist 

Broomfield, Colorado 

The dancers and 
artistic staff of 
Colorado Ballet 
celebrate and 
gratefully acknowledge 
the generosity of 
Lynnette Morrison, 
Founding Sponsor of 
the Company's Dancer 
Wellness Program.

Liam Hogan (he/him) 
Soloist 

Houston, Texas

Patrick Mihm (he/him) 
Soloist 

Dubuque, Iowa 
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Ever Larson (she/her) 
Demi-Soloist 

Chicago, Illinois 

COLORADO BALLET  DANCERS

Sarah Tryon (she/her) 
Soloist  

Sudbury, Ontario, Canada

Alexandra Wilson (she/her) 
Soloist  

Highlands Ranch, Colorado

Sara Thomas (she/her) 
Demi-Soloist 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Kenny Allen (he/him) 
Demi-Soloist 

Denver, Colorado 

Catherine Aoki (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 

Ogden, Utah 

Cato Berry (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet 

Seattle, Washington 

Mackenzie Dessens Studinski 
(she/her)  

Soloist  
New Orleans, Louisiana

Kevin Gaël Thomas (he/him) 
Soloist  

Cannes, France 

Catherine McGregor (she/her) 

Demi-Soloist 
Jacksonville, Florida 

Christopher Mitchell (he/him) 
Demi-Soloist 

Denver, Colorado

Joshua Allenback (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet 

Pueblo, Colorado 
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COLORADO BALLET  DANCERS

Leopold Foster (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet 

Princeton Junction, New Jersey 

Sheridan Guerin (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 
Cedar Hill, Texas 

Santiago Paniagua (he/him) 

Corps de Ballet 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Emelia Perkins (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet  

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Tate Ryner (they/them) 
Corps de Ballet 

Littleton, Colorado

Lily Hagan (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet  

Wyckoff, New Jersey

Lily Bines (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 

Dallas, Texas 

Chloe Kinzler (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 

Los Angeles, California

Wyatt Mier (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet 

Tokyo, Japan

Stefanee Montesantos (she/her) 

Corps de Ballet  
Hinsdale, Illinois 

Justin Pidgeon (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet 
Houston, Texas

Nani Ross (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet  

Fort Collins, Colorado 



Alexander Holms (he/him) 
Apprentice  

Trunbull, Connecticut

Tiffany Hopkins (she/her) 
Apprentice 

Port Huron, Michigan

Natalie Taylor (she/her) 
Apprentice 

Palo Alto, California

Bailey Marie (she/her) 
Apprentice 

Denver, Colorado

Cobin Tonsmeire (he/him) 
Apprentice 

Golden, Colorado

Rheana Montesantos (she/her) 
Apprentice 

Hinsdale, Illinois

COLORADO BALLET  DANCERS

Front Row left to right: Daelen Marott, Valerie Grivalsky, Lydia Salazar, Evelyn Hrbuy, Juliana Petrie, Makena Barnes 
Second Row left to right: Johanna Wu, Annalise Palmieri, Madelyn Lehrman, Nili Kepets, Mischa Charov, Daniel Clepper 

Back Row left to right: Nicolas Halstead, Caleb Chew, Lila Page, Kaelyn Biskner, Horus Hudgins

Learn more about the talented  
Artists of Colorado Ballet

Cruz Vining (he/him) 
Corps de Ballet  
Phoenix, Arizona 

Lili Travaglia (she/her) 
Corps de Ballet 

Denver, Colorado

STUDIO  
COMPANY  
DANCERS
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OUR  SUPPORTERS

SOLOIST CIRCLE 
$5,000+
Jessica and Max Anderson 
Anonymous 
Jeff Baldwin 
Tammi and Jeffrey Belden 
Mary Lou Blackledge-Kortz 
Jenifer Brandeberry and 
    Dominic DelPapa 
Leah Capritta 
Virginia and Thomas Carr 
Ellie Caulkins 
Merle Chambers 
Mark Chase and  
    Ellen Balaguer 
Christopher Cole and  
    Rachel Radford 
Alan Cooper 
Cortney and Steven Crouch 
Zelda DeBoyes, Ph.D. 
Mercedes Degiorgis 
Sloan Dickey 
Dafri and Michael Estes 
Sally Haas 
Mary Mead Hammond and 
    David Hammond 
Carl and Carla Hartman 
Kathleen and Jeff Hartmann 
Noel and Terry Hefty 
Kate and Kevin Herman 
Roger Hutson 
Roxanne and Jon Isenhart 
Trina and Dan Jablonsky 
Katie Johnson and  
    Cary Weinstein 
Patty and Jim Long 
Joanne Posner-Mayer 
Barb and David McGrath 
Kenny and Dana Monfort 
Sharleen Nakaoka-Aoki 
Harold Nelson 
Bonnie Perkins 
Craig Ponzio 
Cynthia and Alexander Read 
Louise and Flip Rouse 
Jo and Richard Sanders 
Lisa and Bill Snider 
Janet Tobin 
Julie Van Camp 
Annika and Tijs Verwest 
Marla Williams 
Wendy Williams and  
    Noel Kullavanijaya  
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING 
$5,000+
The Agency 
Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP 
Denver International Airport 
Developmental Pathways 
Politicalworks 
Scarlett Family Foundation  
PAS DE DEUX CIRCLE 
$2,500+
Natalia and Peter Baer 

Susan and Steve Bailey 
Hillary and Adam Biskner 
Mark Bliss 
Gil Boggs and Sandra Brown 
Kathy and Jay Bourland 
Salvador Avila Bretts 
Jacquelin Medina and  
    Joseph Bronesky 
Jane and Steve Buckley 
Roger and Nancy Celius 
Karlton Childress 
Peggy Driscoll and  
    Dr. Rob Keeley 
Kevin Ellson 
Deborah Ford 
Candice Freeman 
Pam and Barry Gatz 
Barb and Ned Grauel 
Kathy Hagan 
Janet Hehn 
Meg Heller 
Dianne and Douglas Herzberg 
Molly and David Johnson 
Gail and Stuart Kassan 
Kris Lawrence 
Betsy and Brett Leonhardt 
Sarah Liao 
Marlowe and Newel Linford 
Carolyn Mears 
Virginia Messick 
Fiorella Moscoso 
Ann Obrzut 
Daniel K. Paulien 
Cindy and Federico Pena 
Richard Replin and  
    Elissa Stein 
Alexandra and Tom Rhodes 
Karen Ritz 
Alex and Murphy Robinson 
Marcia Romero 
Andrew Roth and Kevin Little 
Jackie Rotole 
Todd Seelman 
Kathleen and Jack Tate 
Meagan Thibodeaux 
Jack Trigg 
Laura Underwood 
Jessie and Eric Weisenstein 
Debra and Stephen Whitman 
Heather and Daniel Wilkinson 
Marilyn Hodges Wilmerding 
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING 
$2,500+
Cisco 
Griffis Residential  
Innovest 
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP 
TeamLogic IT of West Denver 
Thrivent 
VF Corporation 
William H. & Mattie Wattis 
    Harris Foundation 
PATRON CIRCLE 
$1,500+

Dana Addis 
Anonymous 
Helena Bagdasarova 
Skye Barker Maa and  
    Dr. Ed Maa 
Sonya Bassaly 
Jennifer Bean 
Lauren Beaver 
Lauren and David Benson 
Kathryn and David Birnbaum 
Amanda and Chase Boswell 
Martha Brassel 
Janel Brink 
Anne Marie Brown 
Ghislaine Torres-Bruner  
    and Marc Bruner 
Carolyn Buss 
Bruce and Kathy Butterfield 
Carole Callaghan 
Georgina and Iain Campbell 
Marisa Carson 
Preston Cecil 
Aenny and David Chung 
Melissa and Adam Clark 
Holly Clark 
Christina Clayton 
Kathleen Clifton 
Heidi and Duke Cooley 
Molly and David Coors 
Larry Corff 
Elizabeth Nicholas Crofoot 
Carolyn Daniels 
Suzanne Danuser 
Stefanie and Steven Davies 
Danielle and Adam Deflorian 
The Dixon Family 
Sarah Duffy 
Kelsey and Zach Dworkis 
Nicole Eberle and  
    Matthew Huebner 
Jessica and Ian Elston 
Allison Faucett 
Elizabeth Fischer and  
    Don Elliot 
Amy and Max Fletcher 
Ryan and Melissa Forsey 
Virginia and Robert Fuller 
Laura Fuschino 
Richard D. and  
    Julia Parrino George 
Erin Giacomini 
Paul and Laura Rizzo 
Jennifer Grannas 
Kara and Will Gresslin 
Vicki and David Hattori 
Steven A. Hauff 
Diane Hazel 
Allison Herman 
Allison and Corey Hicks 
Patrick Hill and  
    Stefanie Walker 
Hayley and Wade Hiner 
Madison Hogan 
Marisa and  

    Chad Hollingsworth 
Rosa Hong 
Elizabeth and Sam Hubbell 
Jenny and Paul Murray 
Nicholas Kemp 
Michelle Kent and  
    Ryan Godsil 
Shalyn Kettering 
Carol King 
Amanda and  
    Alexander Kinsey 
Diana and Michael Kinsey 
Fallon and Carl Koebel 
Janet Kossman 
Carolyn Laband 
Kristy and Nicholas LaGuardia 
Henny and Bert Lasley 
Helen and Randy Lazzell 
Kathy Lee 
Victoria Levine 
Diana Mackie 
Cynthia Mancinelli 
Laura Martinez 
Jessie and Nicholas Massey 
Ann McCloskey 
Laura McCormick and Cong Lu 
Karen McDivitt 
The McGrath/Perkins Family 
Margaret Jurado and  
    V.W. McKnab 
Jillian McNeilly 
Erin Miller 
Suzanne Gallie and  
    Mark Mitchell 
Sarah and Michael Mohapp 
Ana Moreen 
Kathleen Murray 
Jenny and Doug Nikaido 
Diane and Tom O'Connor 
Rebecca and James Orcutt 
Sue Pawlik 
Mary and Dan Peterson 
Rachel and Cason Pierce
David and Jeannine Pittaway 
Nicole and Justin Pless 
Kathleen and Jim Potter 
Chaun and Erin Powell 
Chris and Laura Powell 
Jacqueline and  
    Snahel Prajapati 
Andrea Jia Yin Rettig and 
    Joseph William Traylor 
Katelyn Roberts 
Frederick and  
    Kristin Robinson 
Caroline and Alex Rodawig 
Kellie and Andy Shopneck 
Vicki Sterling 
Susan Stiff 
Elizabeth Swanson 
Maureen Tarrant 
Michelle Lee Terry 
Sarah Treadway  

List reflects total giving between August 1, 2025 and July 31, 2026 (includes 12 months of giving)



OUR  SUPPORTERS

Tiffany Tuell, Ed and  
    Marilyn Getsch 
Jill and Tim Wayne 
Katherine and  
    Michael Whitcomb 
Chelsea White 
Michelle Wilhite 
Patricia and Mark Wilkins 
Murray Willis 
Dr. Anya and Mr. Philip A.
     Winslow, Jr. 
Jane Wong and Ted Ko 
Daniel and Jennifer Zank 
Lisa and Ken Zerkel
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING 
$1,500+
The Bliss Family Foundation 
SPOTLIGHT FRIEND 
$750+
Seena Aisner 
Agneta Albinsson and  
    Matt Wahlstrom 
Anonymous 
Tracy and Rusty Bailey 
Cort and Karen Barnes 
Maureen Basquill Ruf 
Abby and Bob Batting 
Monica Owens Beauprez and 
    John R. Beauprez 
Anne and Henry Beer 
Seth and Cody Belzley 
Stephanie and Travis Berry 
Rachel and David 
    Bondelevitch 
Joan Annabel Bowlen 
Claudia Brown 
Kara and Daniel Brown 
Tracey Campbell 
Aimee and Dan Caplis 
Horacio Carias 
Robert Chew 
Peter Cohn 
Jeanne Coleman and  
    Peter Koclanes 
Christin Crampton Day 
Karen and James Crossman 
Colleen Curran and  
    Stephen Boane 
David Dadone 
Monica Demcho 
Dr. Carissa Dill 
Ray Dissinger and  
    Colleen O'Dwyer 
Lynn Bolinske Dolven 
Margaret and Peter 
    Dzwilewski 
Michael Eaton 
Troy Eid 
Patricia and Christopher 
    Elliott 
Lindsay Eun 
Erica and Elliott Farber 
Stacey Farnum and  
    Joseph Lynott 

Jack Finlaw and  
    Greg Movesian 
Barb and Stu Fonda 
Susan Fox Pinkowitz 
Melissa and Mark Garland 
Amanda and Steve Gash 
David Gilmour and  
    Pablo Marenco 
Rebecca Givens 
Kendra Goldstein 
Melissa Goodpaster and 
    Brooks Gagstetter 
Oscar Goodwin 
Connie Graham 
Trudy Hardin 
Sandi Hewins 
Clifford and Nancy Hickey 
Jeanne Hill-Jurik 
Arlene and Barry Hirschfeld 
Dianne Honig 
Rebecca Kalinowski 
Rin Karns 
Carla and Richard Kem 
Eunice Kim 
Melly Kinnard 
Krissa, Karlina, and  
    Aeslyn Klotzle 
Lawrence Lazar 
Marc Levine 
Gretchen and Charles Lobitz 
Regina Randall 
Kristin and Dino Maniatis 
Janalee and Morris McDonald 
Pat and James McElhinney 
Kevin McLane and  
    Michael Ragsdale 
Tina and Byron McNew 
Steve Mitchell 
Francis Naylor 
Mark Nawrocki 
Susie and Cleveland Piggott 
Karlye Pokorny and  
    Grant Waldie 
Marc Ravenhill and  
    Frank O'Cana 
Chris Ross and Ed Cannon 
Mike and Jennifer Ross 
Sarah Ryals 
Andrea and John Schumacher 
Lynne Sirpolaidis 
Dr. Carol A. Stamm 
Marilyn and Donald Stephens 
Christy and Cliff Stricklin 
Sean and Melanie Tafaro 
Jeff Thomas 
The Troia Family 
Debbi and Bill Tryon 
Alberta Utech 
Nadine Vanorsdel 
Joshua Velasquez 
Elaine Weng and  
    Thomas Malley 
Kristin and Nolan Wessell 

Scott and Angela Williamson 
Libby Wittneben 
Linda Young 
JoAnne Zboyan 
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING 
$750+
Marathon Petroleum 
McKinsey & Company 
Northern Trust
SUSTAINING FRIEND 
$500+
Anonymous 
Julie Anderson 
Will Andress 
Anonymous 
Gary and Gail Armstrong 
Jean and Hugh Armstrong 
Marcia and Rick Ashton 
Ashley Banister and  
    Patrick Riley 
Quentina Black 
Elizabeth Bradley 
Gwendolyn Brewer 
Sara Brinton 
Janice Carroll 
Mary Chanin 
Michelle and  
    Matthew Chiodini 
Ben Cowin 
Kevin and Katie Curler 
Meredith and Miles Dake 
Ahnjoulie Deboyes 
Lisa and Ray Decker 
Rachel Degnan 
Rus and Dale Dewitt 
BrieAnn and Ryan Diggins 
Brian Dipert 
Joyce Dulin 
Heidi Elliot 
William and  
    Marianne Farnum 
Denise Farrington 
Erica Fischbach and  
    Mark Hutchins 
Ronald Gloekler 
Sarah and Erik Good 
Eileen and Dennis Griffin 
Carol and Frederick Grover 
Mariellen and Bob Guerra 
Andrew Hatch 
Chris Hattori 
Martin Huff 
Michael and Ellen Imhof 
Maria Jennett 
Lori and Daren Johnson 
Candice Jones 
Molly and Jeff Keeley 
Natalie Kelce 
Jacob Kroenke 
Sarah and Brian Kurz 
Michael and Teresa Leede 
Mamie Ling 
Isaac Lodico 
Elspeth MacHattie 

Reena and Suchit Majmudar 
Margaretha Maloney and 
    Robert Palaich 
Garrett Marsilio 
Suzanne Martinek 
Gloria Matthews 
Kay Maune and David Elmore 
Sandra McCalmon 
Jeff and Ute Miller 
Meredith and Val Milshtein 
Tommy Monette 
Lauren and Walker Monfort 
Carolyn and John Moorman 
Ruth and Larry Nisbet 
Erica Oakley-Courage 
Ray O'Loughlin and  
    James Henderson 
Jimmy and Kingsley Parsely 
Alexis and Leo Payne 
Mary Pellettier 
Paul Perlmutter 
Karen Peters 
Joe Pettit 
Ursula Powell 
Dr. Dean Prina 
Jonathan and Lee Proc 
Mayo Sugano Raab and 
    Michael Raab 
Elizabeth Randall 
Taylor and Amber Ratliff 
Steve Reed 
Alisa and Danny Rising 
Jane and Doug Rogers 
David and Victoria Rossa 
Kathryn and Timothy Ryan 
Andrea and Timothy Sayles 
Sheila Smith 
Margaret Stookesberry 
The Strain Family 
John Street and Mary Beazley 
Debbi and Jim Strong 
Karen Sumner 
Kay and Thomas Toomey 
Gerda and John Turner 
Klasina Vanderwerf 
Emily Wattman-Turner and 
    Andrew McCormack 
Bernard Williams 
Joel Wiser 
Margaret Woodhull and  
    David Hildebrand 
Margot Yeager 
Bernice and Raymond Yost 
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING 
$500+
Bank of America 
Colorado Gulf Packaging Inc 
El Pomar Foundation 
Lumen 
Shirt Works 
Visa 
CONTRIBUTING FRIEND 
$250+ 

List reflects total giving between August 1, 2025 and July 31, 2026 (includes 12 months of giving)

*Deceased



COLORADO BALLET LEGACY SOCIETY

To learn more, contact Joe Pettit at 303-339-1629 or joe.pettit@coloradoballet.org,  
visit coloradoballet.org/planned-giving, or scan the QR code above.

Joining the Legacy Society is an easy, affordable way to maximize 
your support of Colorado Ballet and help shape the future of dance 
in Colorado and beyond. 
 
By including Colorado Ballet in your will or estate, you continue to 
benefit from your assets during your lifetime and can adjust your gift 
as your circumstances change. 

· Invitations to attend rehearsal receptions, season  
  previews, opening night receptions, and more.
· Special recognition in program books.
· Exclusive Legacy Society Lunch with artistic staff.

We invite you to join this inspiring community of donors and help lift 
Colorado Ballet to new heights.

Scan to  
Learn More

OUR  SUPPORTERS
List reflects total giving between August 1, 2025 and July 31, 2026 (includes 12 months of giving)

Edward Alexander and  
    Daniel Nikitin 
Garrett Ammon and Dawn Fay 
Anonymous 
Lisa Aubert-Tann 
Sean Avery 
Carrie and Vinay Bannai 
Michelle Barnes 
Nikki and Dustin Bashford 
Dr. Peggy Battalora, M.D. 
Bo and Lainie Becker 
Andrea Beesley 
Bryan Bennis and Kiara Gitlin 
Megan Berard 
Scott Binder 
Susan Bishop and  
    John Strombeck 
Sarah Boerger 
Nancy Boggs 
Michael Breed and Cheryl Ristig 
Joan Brown 
Rusty and Sarah Semple Brown 
Janet Bruchmann 
Connie and Miles Carson 
Heather Ciszczon 
Kevin Classen 
Stephen Clear 
Jamie Clements 
Susan Cobb 
Sidney Covington 
Stephanie and Brian Cramer 
John Deffenbaugh 
Joana Emhof and Hans Osheim 
Renee Estelle 
Megan Faber 
Joan and John Feek 
Frank Fransioli 
Dr. Ben and Mrs. Jean Galloway 
Anne Griffith, Ph.D. 
Karen Gutierrez 
Lieschen Hartman 
Stephanie and Edward Harvey 
Jed and Haley Helvey 

Karen Hirko 
Wendy Hodges 
Cici Holbrook 
Andrew Hornbrook 
Jeremy Hua 
Paige Justus 
Tonya Kaberna 
Blake Kahlich and  
    Brigitte Nelson 
Josh and Michelle Kakel 
JoAnna Kelly 
Lynn Kernan 
Alicia and Eric Kintner 
Debbie Klein 
Ann Koontz 
Kathryn Kueny and  
    Andrew Foster 
Jennifer Lagerquist 
Sara and Evan Leitch 
Judi Levine 
Jill Lewis 
Kaylee Lockhart 
Linda Matarrese 
Linda McKinney 
Tugce Menguc 
Lynn Niewiadomski 
Susan Olenwine 
Gregory Olive 
Brooke O'Neal Heuga 
Gretchen Orosz 
Marie Outten 
Katie and John Parkinson 
Susie and Sean Park-Kelly 
Adam Paul 
Caylee Penka 
Diana Poole 
Yvonne Quest 
Bruce Rengers 
Carolyn and John Riedlin 
Ignacio Salcedo 
Brittany and Tim Saunders 
Teriko Shimotori 
Patricia Somerville 

Will Staffhorst 
Jeffrey Stevens 
Stephanie and  
    Arthur Strasburger 
Peter Sullivan 
Hailey Swartz 
Valerie Taron 
Carol Todd 
John Trueblood 
Lillian Utech 
Elizabeth Valeri 
Sarah Vergara 
Hanna Warren 
Matthew Welborn 
Michael Wells 
Emily Wilkinson 
Lois K Williams 
Chris and Pam Wineman 
Fred Yoon 
Douglas Yost  
INSTITUTIONAL GIVING 
$250+
Halvorson-Freese 21st  
    Century Fund 
Young Americans Center for 
    Financial Education  
IN KIND SUPPORTERS 
$1,000+
Brown-Forman 
Campari Brands 
Carboy Winey 
Epoch Estate Wines 
Global Down Syndrome 
    Foundation 
MCA Denver 
Sage Hospitality Group 
Southwest Airlines 
TAG Restaurant Group

Colorado Ballet is grateful to 
our donors at all levels.  While 
we cannot acknowledge every 
gift in the program book, each 

gift makes a difference and 
furthers our mission of artistic 
excellence and service to our 
community.  

If you would like to update your 
donor listing, please contact 
advancement@coloradoballet.org

LEGACY SOCIETY 

We gratefully acknowledge the 
generous individuals who have 
included Colorado Ballet in 
their estate plans.  

David L. Andrews  
Anonymous 
Dale Thomas Colclasure 
Barbara H de Jong 
Susan Elliot 
Dafri and Michael Estes 
Helen and William Gleason 
Denise and Scott Hasday 
Sarah Hodge 
Judie and Ron Neel 
Theresa and Norman Parker 
Phil Wong and Greg Robl   
REALIZED BEQUESTS 

Colorado Ballet received the 
following bequests over the 
past 12-months. We are grateful 
to play a part in the legacies of 
our donors.  

Michael A. Bena Family Trust 
Estate of Sandy Elliott 
Christine L. Honnen  
    Revocable Trust 
Estate of Irene Roberts 
Estate of Ruth Schoening

*Deceased



Colorado Ballet’s Premier Society honors donors who make annual gifts of $1,500 or more in support of our 
artistic and educational mission. Premier Society donors enjoy enhanced benefits including special opportunities 
to interact with artistic staff and gain behind the scenes glimpses into our productions and programs. 

PATRON CIRCLE ($1,500+)
Members enjoy an exclusive reception and dress rehearsal viewing during opening 
week of each production, their names listed in production programs, and more!

PAS DE DEUX CIRCLE ($2,500+)
Members enjoy a reception with artistic staff and dancers  

on the opening night of each production, and more!

SOLOIST CIRCLE ($5,000+) 

PRINCIPAL CIRCLE ($10,000+)

ENCORE CIRCLE ($15,000+)

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Photos by Andrew Fassbender

ETOILE CIRCLE ($25,000+)

BRAVURA CIRCLE ($50,000+)

PRIMA CIRCLE ($100,000+)

Questions? Please contact Advancement Team at advancement@coloradoballet.org.

Join the Premier Society today by visiting coloradoballet.org/premier-society
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Photo of Colorado Ballet Academy Students by Amanda Tipton.

COLORADO BALLET ACADEMY

coloradoballet.org/academy-classes
LEARN MORE

ACADEMY CLASSES
Where Young Dancers Become Artists

For ages 1.5 to adult. Professional ballet training, inspiring 
mentorship, and one-of-a-kind performance opportunities  

that nurture confidence, creativity, and artistry.



Photo: Kevin Gaël Thomas by Andrew Fassbender

COLORADO BALLET ACADEMY

coloradoballet .org/adult-dance-program

LEARN MORE

ADULT DANCE 
PROGRAM

Unleash Your Inner Artistry

Ballet, jazz, contemporary, pilates, and performance classes 
for every experience level. Build strength and discover the 

joy of dance in a fun and supportive environment.



Colorado Ballet presents two performances this year in a relaxed 
environment with sensory-friendly adaptations to provide an inclusive 
space for people with intellectual or developmental disabilities, ASD, 
SPD, and other sensory sensitives or disabilities.

Colorado Ballet staff, dancers, ushers, and volunteers receive specific 
training to provide the best adapted experience possible and to learn 
more about how we can support our audience at this performance. 
As always, we’re committed to making the performance a welcoming, 
inclusive, and memorable experience for all of our patrons.

Photo by Amanda Tipton

Everyone Belongs  
at the Theater

LEARN MORE & PURCHASE  
TICKETS HERE

Sensory-friendly. Community-friendly.

We’d LOVE to see you there



APRIL 9 - 1 8 ,  2027

SUPPORTED BY

Catherine McGregor, Sara Thomas, Christopher Mitchell, & Cato Berry by Rachel Neville

Ellie Caulkins Opera House with live music performed by the Colorado Ballet Orchestra

Sponsored by 
THE DENVER BALLET GUILD and

A L L E G R O BRI L L AN T E   I    C HI A RO S C UR O   I    S INF ONIE T TA
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• �Immediate Need or  
Pre-plan Services 

• �Available 24/7 
Statewide

• On-Site Crematory
• Serving All Faiths
• Veteran’s Benefits
• Save by Pre-planning

     LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED MORTUARYA
303.837.8712 
monarchsociety.com 
1534 N. Pearl Street 
Denver CO 80203

“Grandpas are like built-in best friends, but with 
more snacks and better advice.”  — Unknown

something wicked 
this way comes...

nov. 7-15

303.468.2030
operacolorado.org



A magical journey for children and families into the world of  
The Nutcracker! This 1 hour program will captivate all as 
beautiful professional dancers perform your favorite scenes 
from the holiday classic! Meet Clara and the Sugar Plum Fairy! 
Denver ballet icon David Taylor narrates, providing the history 
and little known facts about the world’s most famous ballet!

Saturday, Dec 5, 2:00 pm
Armory Performing Arts Center, Brighton

Wednesday, Dec 16, 6:00 pm
The Arts Hub, Lafayette

Sunday, Dec 6, 2:00 pm
Erie Recreation Center, Erie

Sat & Sun, Dec 19 & 20, 2:00 pm
Bas Bleu Theatre, Fort Collins

tickets: $25 adults, $15 children
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Be on the forefront of arts and culture: join 
Friends of Colorado Ballet as a member with 
an annual contribution of $100-$1,499. As a 
thank you, receive special offers and benefits 
to enhance your ballet-going experience.

Photo by Andrew Fassbender

JOIN OR  
RENEW

SUSTAINING  
FRIEND ($500+)
Enjoy a tour of our 

costume shop
SUPPORTING FRIEND 

($100+)

CONTRIBUTING FRIEND  

($250+)

SPOTLIGHT FRIEND  

($750+)

ADDITIONAL  
OPPORTUNITIES
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stmarys.academy
Educating Denver since 1864

Preschool-Grade 8 co-ed 
High School all-girls

The Firebird  
with Cleo Parker Robinson Dance 

Elgar Cello Concerto & 
Dvořák Symphony No. 7  

with Peter Oundjian

            Celtic Woman:  
Silver Bells Christmas Tour 

Too Hot to Handel

OCT 23-25 NOV 20-22 DEC 2 DEC 19-20

COLORADOSYMPHONY.ORG    

VIEW ALL 
EVENTS

PHOTO CREDIT: JAMIE KRAUS

SPOTLIGHT  
YOUR BUSINESS
Get your message in front  
of passionate arts lovers  
and local influencers at  

Colorado Ballet performances.

303.428.9529 
sales@pub-house.com



Artistic Director
Gil Boggs

Executive Director
Sameed Afghani
 
ACADEMY 
Academy Director  
Erica Fischbach

Director of Male Ballet 
Training 
Carlos Molina

Academy Principal  
Bernadette Torres

Pre-Professional Division 
Principal  
Erica Cornejo

Children’s Division 
Principal  
Erika Sandre

Academy Operations 
Manager 
Julie Anderson 

Academy Administrator
Lindsay Falter

Director of Summer 
Programs
Sean Omandam

Academy Wardrobe 
Manager 
Jennifer Aiken

Children’s Coordinator  
Kirsten Riegler

Children’s Rehearsal 
Director 
Emma Frenette

Children’s Rehearsal 
Assistant 
Veva Heilmann

Academy Resident 
Advisors 
Wendy Fierro 
Alexandra Wilson

Academy Pianist  
Alaina de Belleview
 
ADVANCEMENT 
Chief Advancement 
Officer  
Candice Jones

Senior Director of  
Development
Joe Pettit

Assistant Director of  
Institutional Giving 
Marlene Viloria

Major Gift Officer  
Meagan Thibodeaux

Development Services  
Manager
Sophia Koop 

Manager of Donor   
Programs & Boutique 
Operations
Krista Mortensen

Manager of Events and 
Annual Giving
Andy Telesco

ARTISTIC 
Assistant to the Artistic 
Director/Rehearsal 
Director 
Sandra Brown 

Rehearsal Directors
Lorita Travaglia 
Maria Mosina

Music Director & Principal 
Conductor
Adam Flatt 

Associate Conductor
Catherine Sailer

Company Pianist 
Natalia Arefieva

EDUCATION &  
COMMUNITY  
ENGAGEMENT
Director of Education & 
Community Engagement  
Emily Herrin

Associate Director of 
Education & Community 
Engagement 
Cassie Wilson

Education & Community 
Engagement Programs 
Manager
Katherine Reller

Senior Teaching Artist  
Krista Brown

Education & Community 
Engagement Assistant
Lex Pruisner

ADMINISTRATION
Director of Accounting
Janina Falik 

Senior Database  
Administrator 
Michelle Herring

HR Manager 
Stephanie Kautz

Accounting Manager 
Katrina Pulice 
 
 

Executive Assistant & 
Board Coordinator 
Madeline Garcia

Academy Business 
Coordinator 
Eve Gordon

MARKETING  & 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Senior Director of Marketing 
& Communications
Liza Lorenz

Associate Director of  
Brand & Graphic Design
Christopher Hernandez

Marketing & 
Communications Manager
Peyton Mazza

Graphic Design Associate   
Sarah Alpin  

Company Videographer 
David Andrews

PATRON SERVICES   
Patron Experience &  
Sales Manager  
Savannah Reeves
Patron Services Lead 
Autumn Hartshorn 

PRODUCTION
General Manager 
Kristina Sablatura  

Director of Production
James Whitehill

Company Manager
Julia Sattler

Production Stage 
Manager
Madeline Brasgalla

Assistant Stage Manager
Stephanie Mallon

Assistant Production 
Manager
Richard Sauers

Facilities & Production 
Associate
Ian Boyan

Wardrobe & Shoe 
Manager & Costume 
Designer
Shirin Lankarani 

Wardrobe Assistant  
Katherine Scoggins
Avalon Walker

Assistant Wardrobe 
Manager 
Melissa Kaiser

Dressers   
Spencer Gordon
Devon Webb
Joe Tompkins 
Wyatt Manobla 
Korbin Cummings

Wigs   
Debbie Spaur

Makeup   
Christina Tracey

Head Carpenter 
Mike “Bos” Boswell

Assistant Carpenter/
Flyman
Jared Cook

Head Electrician  
Rita Richardson

Assistant Electrician 
Ashley Burns 

Head Property Master 
Nate Oldham

Orchestra Personnel 
Manager/ Librarian
April Johannesen

DANCER WELLNESS
Director of Dancer Health 
& Wellness, Lead PT 
Mieke Braun Scripps MPT, DPT

Assistant Physical 
Therapists 
Sarah Graham, MSPT

Melissa Strzelinski, MPT, PhD

Lead Orthopedic Physician 
Joshua Metzl, MD

Assistant Orthopedic 
Physician 
James Genuario, MD, MS

Counseling & Sport 
Pyschologist
Natasha Trujillo, PhD

Pilates 
Amy Anderson

Strength & Conditioning
Boko Suzuki

Massage Therapist 
Anne Denton, LMT

Acupuncturist 
Lorita Travaglia, L.Ac, Dipl. CHM

Chiropractor
Dr. David S. Shapiro

Visit coloradoballet.org to see all teaching staff

STAFF DIRECTORY



Craft a Legacy as
Enduring as Ballet

Attending the ballet is more than just a 
performance; it’s a treasured memory shared with 
loved ones. Nurture your family’s deepest joys and 
passions for generations to come.
Here’s how: We help families achieve the fi nancial 
security to live out their dreams and support the people
and causes they cherish. 
Start a conversation about your desired legacy today.
6295 Greenwood Plaza Blvd.
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

1155 Canyon Blvd., Suite 310
Boulder, CO 80302

800.999.2190
amgnational.com

Member FDIC
Non-deposit

investment products:
Not FDIC insured, No 

bank guarantee, 
May lose valueSince 1975, AMG has partnered with discerning individuals and families, 

o� ering tailored, integrated and comprehensive wealth management.



Emphasizing natural, rare, historic,  
and chromatically superlative pigments.

Artisanal Watercolors

reenleaf          lueberryG B&

greenleafblueberry.com

Formulated & Manufactured in Colorado Enter  WATERCOLORADO 
with first order 

 for a complimentary goodie.

®


